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2007 SECTIONAL SEMINARS - The MCA's Executive Committee has set the following dates for our
2007 Sectional Training Seminars. As is standard
practice, the first program, in San Diego, will be followed by the spring ExCom meeting at the same location. Two of the seminars will be held on the same
weekend, with the Atlantic Section meeting held on a
Saturday and the Gulf-Inland Section Sectional
Seminar held on Sunday. Note that all hotel locations have shuttle service available from Airport: call
the hotel when you have your baggage. Sectional
Business Meetings will be held either at lunch time
or after the meeting, as determined by the attending
members. Sessions are planned as running from
08:00 to about 17:00.
PACIFIC SECTION: Saturday, February 24, 2007.
Courtyard Marriott, 235 Jefferson St., San Diego,
CA, Saturday, 24 February, 2007 tel: 619/260-8500.
<www.marriott.com/sanot>
Rate: Approx. $170.00, or less/negotiable
ATLANTIC SECTION: Saturday, 10 March, 2007,
Embassy Suites Atlanta Airport, 4700 Southport
Road, Atlanta, GA tel; 404/767-1988
<www.embassysuites.com> Rate: Approximately
$160.00, or less/negotiable.
GULF-INLAND: Sunday, 11 March, 2007, New
Orleans Airport Hilton, 901 Airline Highway,
Kenner, LA tel: 504/469/5000
<www.hiltonneworleansairportmeetings.com>
Rate: Approximately $120.00, or less/negotiable.
Topics are expected to include updates from
NFPA, MCQB, MGHCP and MCA, NFPA 306 Issues from the standard's February ROP meeting,
discussion of dust explosions, and some interesting

data on the performance of various tools used to assess the presence of diesel vapor.
ANNUAL SEMINAR - MCA's 2007 annual seminar
will be held in Charleston, South Carolina, between
July 23 and 25. We have contracted with the Rennaissance Charleston Hotel Historic District, 68
Wentworth Street Charleston, SC 29401 (843/5340300. This is a superb hotel in the heart of old
Charleston. The city is a fabulous, friendly "walking
city" filled with history and many things to do and
see. Registration costs are not expected to change at
this point, so get your plans in order and join us for a
great technical and social occasion.

2007 ROP MEETING, NFPA 306 TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
ON GAS HAZARDS - From the left: Joe Daddura (OSHA), Larry
Russell (NFPA/Liaison), Don Raffo (General Dynamics/EBAmerican Shipbuildes Council), Jim Thornton (Northrop Grumman/New Port News), John Sansing, Jr., (Kirby Inland Marine),
Teresa Preston (Atlantic Marine/ Shipbuilders Council), Les Blaize
(MCA), Norm Wallace (ABS/Chair), John Bell (MCA), Dr. Robert
Albert (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard/ US Navy)Paul Manzi
(BP/API) and LT Matt Barker (USCG)

NFPA 306 ROP MEETING: WAITING FOR
THE DUST TO SETTLE -A CALM BETWEEN
STORMS - Confused? Surprised? Shaken? Satisfied? Yes, yes, yes and I think so, are the answers.
The questions, they were what I asked myself after
the completion of first meeting of the Technical
Committee on Gas Hazards NFPA 306 2009.
(Though the edition will be done in 2008, it will be
published by NFPA in 2008 as the 2009 Edition.) At
the time of this printing I truly don’t know exactly
what happened and what the final effect will or won’t
be until I see a draft and put it out there for comment.
I do know however that this meeting was the first that
I have attended that can be considered a “TRUE
CONSENSUS”. The participation of regulatory
Reps, vessels owners, shipyards big and small, Navy,
Coast Guard and the MCA was 100%. The discussions were passionate, intelligent and insightful and
regardless of who or what the representation was, no
one ever lost sight that the standard is for the protection of the shipyard worker, bottom line. This is
laudable and on behalf of the MCA and myself I
thank you for your time and participation.
A discussion of the proposals and their effects will
take up a large block of time at our Minis; remember
you have another bite of the apple. Some of the more
controversial items that could be affected include:
• Non-transferable certificates,
• Toxic means chemicals only: no "biologicals",
• Changes in the way we apply the definition of
Combustible Materials,
• Changes in the adjacent space requirements adding
“have not contained flammable and combustible
cargos, fuels, or oils in fixed tanks” in order to deal
with non cargo deck areas.
These are a few examples of possible changes, the
wording is not exact, and the outcome is not final.
Additional input from CMCs is a necessity to make
this process work. We will make every effort to
promptly secure a draft and disseminate it for discussion purposes at the Minis. If you are not planning to
attend a meeting I can not emphasize enough the
need for every one to read the committee actions
when posted by NFPA and comment... Remember
when you receive the 2009 Edition it will be too late
or in other words complain: now or forever hold your
peace. (Les Blaize, MCA NFPA 306 Technical
Committee Member)
ELECTION OF MCA CHAIRMAN-ELECT - In
a few weeks ballots will be sent out to all members
for the office of MCA Chairman-elect. Once elected,
the winner will begin a six-year commitment to the
Association. After a two-year cycle as Chairmanelect (with primary duties as chair of the Education
Committee to lead the assembly of programs of the
Sectional Seminars), he will automatically rotate to

the position of MCA Chairman, and then serve two
years in the office of Past chair.
Don Raffo, CMC 668, has submitted the required
forms to stand for election. Don has a BS from the
University of Connecticut and has worked at General
Dynamics Electric Boat Division, Groton, CT, since
1980. He has risen from Laboratory Tech. to Chemist, Senior Chemist & Laboratory Specialist, and has
served as Supervisor of Laboratory Services since
2004. Electric Boat is the world's oldest and largest
builder of nuclear submarines. Don was certified as
CMC 668 in 1992, and has served the MCA and profession as NFPA-306 Technical Committee Member
from EB. Don has volunteered to serve his community in a variety of stations: as Stonington's Shellfish
Commission member, as Chairman of the Community Center Scholarship Committee, on Stonington's
High School Athletic Boosters Scholarship Committee, on the New London Inland Wetlands Commission, the New London Conservation Commission,
and as Treasurer of the Stonington Community Center. Don has served the MCA in many capacities
over the years, acting as Atlantic Sectional Chairman,
serving to organize and serve as member on our
Scholarship Program, and as a conduit for information about MACOSH. Don has made presentations at
our annual seminars on Gas Chromatography and the
Use of the Lifeline System for Confined Space
Safety.
GULF-INLAND & ATLANTIC MCA Section
Representatives - A combination of resignations
and relocations sent the Gulf-Inland section's secretary, Tom Littlepage looking for acting representatives. Scott Godfrey, relocating his business from
Louisiana to Jacksonville, Florida, moved into the
Atlantic Section, leaving his seat opened. Tom
found Brian Axelrad willing to serve as acting representative for the next meeting, and Brian has indicated he is willing to stand for election if nominated
by his section. To fill a seat left vacant by Kimble
Lehman, Jack Godfrey was willing but currently
unable to commit to attending meetings this spring.
Tom got a willing substitute in Gerry Bernardo,
who will attend the San Diego ExCom meeting. On
the Atlantic Coast, Dave Bennett, after several
years of service to the ExCom and the Atlantic section, due to a changed work situation, had to resign.
(Dave left Northrop Grumman/Newport News and
has also relocated to Jacksonville.) Dave Capen
stepped up to serve as acting Atlantic Section representative, will also be in San Diego, and has indicated a willingness to serve as Atlantic representative if elected. Remember, sectional representatives
will be elected at the business meeting held during
the spring seminars. Sectional representatives are
elected to staggered two-year terms to help with
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transition between incoming and experienced members.
If you are interested in serving MCA as a sectional representative for any section, please indicate
so at this spring's sectional business meetings, or, if
unable to attend, contact your representatives so that
your interest can be put before the members for consideration.
TOM BECK, CMC 594 - News was sent from
Tom that, after a less than perfect recovery from
knee surgery and unexpected complications, his
doctors have determined that he is not capable of
returning to work as an active chemist. Tom and
Colleen have retired and moved to Utah. Tom
writes,
"We completed our move to Southern Utah and
are trying to fit into a new lifestyle. This is the first
time in my life that I am seeing the changes in the
seasons. The summer was hot and dry, the autumn
was beautiful with the change in the colors, and
winter is here with the cold clear skies. What a
change from the California seasons, i.e. summer,
earthquake, riot, and fire season."
I have finally come to that realization (that he
could not, as planned return to work) and I am
making the change. I am moving forward with a
positive attitude now and look forward to enjoying
retirement life with Colleen and family.
"I am hoping to make it to a mini-seminar this
Spring as I really miss my Marine Chemist friends.
Thanks again, and hopefully I will see you sometime soon."
Tom represented the third generation of his family
to serve the marine industry and profession, following in the footsteps of his grandfather O.C.
Beck, CMC 172, and his father Duane S. Beck,
CMC 317, (former MCA Chairman). Tom was
asked by NFPA to serve as the independent member
of MCQB and did so superbly between 1994 and
2000. Tom is greatly admired and respected by all
who've worked with him over the years, and the
news of his departure comes as a blow to the profession and all his friends. His absence from the profession will be a loss felt by all. We all wish him
and Colleen nothing but happiness in their new life
and home and hope he can make good on a plan to
visit to us at one of our seminars.
Tom and Colleen Beck's new contact information:
4896 S. Morane Manor Dr.
St. George, Utah 84790
435-773-6964 (R)
435-817-1338 (C)
e = tdb594@aol.com
TROY CORBIN, CMC 644 Honored as Industrial
Hygienist - MCA is pleased to learn that Troy
Corbin, CMC, CIH & CSP, was chosen to receive

the Distinguished Industrial Hygienist Of The Year
Award at the Pacific Northwest Sectional meeting of
the American Industrial Hygiene Association. The
award was presented to Troy on October 26, 2006,
and is in recognition of an industrial hygienist who
has made “Continuous contributions to the profession
of industrial hygiene”.
Troy is one of only five marine chemists to have
attained and maintain status as a Certified Safety Professional, Certified Industrial Hygienist, as well as an
NFPA Certified Marine Chemist*. The citation
stated:
"He has worked as a health and safety professional in
Texas, Oregon, Alaska, Washington, California and
Singapore. He has conducted exposure surveys, risk
assessments, and training throughout the United
States and Asia. He continues to conduct a variety of
health and safety risk assessments and surveys and
provides expert witness services throughout the
United States."
Troy is the President of Marine & Environmental
Testing, Inc. in Portland, Oregon. M&ET is an environmental and occupational safety and health consulting company celebrating 20 years of service. He
is also a highly skilled and effective instructor,
teaching not only for courses offered by his company,
but also the OSHA Region X Training Center
through the University of Washington, and for the
Federal OSHA Training Institute in Chicago. Congratulations for an honor well deserved! (Troy and
M&ET were also key in assembling and managing
the gaggle of chemists required to work the Valdez
spill in the summer of 1989, but that's another story.)
(*The others: Thomas Beacham, CMC 635 John Fernandez, CMC 696, Frank Monaghan, CMC 656, and
James Wadatz, CMC 617, all CMCs, CIHs & CSPs and in some cases, more!)
AL HOLLER, MCA LM, retired, and former MCA
Chairman wrote briefly when addressing his directory information: "Best wishes to all. And I miss the
river!" (Al was a chemist and CIH in the Minneapolis upper river area, and served MCA as chairman
between 1971-73. He has given generously to
MCA's scholarship program and was a great supporter of the IH aspects of our mission as it evolved
after the incorporation of the US DOL shipyard standard into OSHA when it was founded in 1970.)
DEWITT DAVIS IV, CMC trainee and MCA
Affiliate Member, Recognized for Award by National Safety Council - Word came by way of Neil
McMannus, Chairman of AIHA's Confined Space
Committee that MCA Affiliate Member Dewitt
Davis IV has been awarded the National Safety
Council's Distinguished Service this past September.
DeWitt, a registered CMC trainee, has been affiliated with the National Safety Council for 23 years
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and has served on several section committees and
divisions. He is currently serving as the Marine
Section General Chairman. Dee is a retired Navy
Commander, and as stated in the citation for the
award, was a pioneer in Nuclear Weapons and Ordnance Safety Naval Safety Center, Navy Environmental Health Center. He did tours at the CNO Office and with the Secretary of the Navy Office promoting safety & health. Congratulations for service
recognition well deserved, and best wishes on this
achievement. Incidentally, Dee underwent hip reconstruction surgery this past fall and is on the road
to recovery.
TWIC FINAL RULE RELEASED: SECURITY
AT THE WATERFRONT - On January 29, 2007
the Department of Homeland Security released an
advance copy of the final rule for the first phase of
the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) program. DHS said the program “enhances port security by checking the backgrounds of
workers before they are granted unescorted access to
secure areas of vessels and maritime facilities.”
Speculation is that this regulation will cause resentment in requiring paying a significant TWICrelated bill by all participants: around $150.00 per
person. The rule, which was posted publicly on
TSA’s Web site Jan. 1, lays out the enrollment process, disqualifying crimes, usage procedures, fees and
other requirements for workers, port owners, and
operators.
This program, thought to be costly and unnecessary
by some in the industry, is expected to affect over
750,000 port employees, longshoremen, mariners,
truckers and others who require unescorted access to
secure areas of ports and vessels.
And it will affect marine chemists. Some reports
are already coming in from chemists of impossible
complications and delays in trying to get efficient
access to vessels in port. They indicate that there is
an evident collision between pending federal security
requirements and local security requirements. Whatever TSA adopts may not be enough for local port
authorities, further complicating access to vessels,
especially in the matter of getting a vehicle close
enough for efficient transfer of the chemist and his
equipment to the job.
TWIC regulations, as proposed, will require the
following:
• A comprehensive background check for TWIC
applicants that looks at criminal history records,
terrorist watch lists, immigration status, and outstanding warrants,
• The “Smart” card will contain the applicant’s photograph, name, an expiration date, and a serial
number. In addition, an integrated circuit chip will
store the holder’s fingerprint template, a PIN cho-

sen by the individual, and a cardholder unique
identifier.
• A complete set of fingerprints provided by the applicant and a digital photo. Fingerprint checks will
be used as part of the security threat assessment
and fingerprint templates extracted from the biometric data will be stored on the credential.
The entire enrollment record (including all fingerprints) will be stored in the TSA system, which is
“protected through role-based entry, encryption and
segmentation to prevent unauthorized use.”
The Coast Guard will have the duty verifying
TWIC cards when conducting vessel and facility inspections using spot checks with hand-held readers
ensuring credential validity. TWIC enrollment will
begin in March 2007, initially at a small number of
ports, according to DHS. The final rule is available
on TSA’s Web site at <www.tsa.gov/twic> (Source:
David Krapf, WorkBoat Online Editor, January 30,
2007)
MARINE CHEMIST FUND, INC. CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF SERVICE - The Marine
Chemist Fund (MCFI, or, the Fund) was formed and
incorporated in 1981 out of interest and need for reliable, effective and reasonably priced professional
liability insurance for NFPA Certified Marine
Chemists. Upon formation of the Fund, Corporate
and Company members were issued stock certificates
(of no investment value) to identify participating
chemists through their affiliates. As the program
evolved and expanded, these stock certificates were
eventually recalled and nullified, and individual
Chemists were identified as the participants and insured.
The function of the Fund is custodial: it holds the
monies collected to cover the deductible portion of
significant insurance carried by the chemist members
and the Fund. In the event of a claim arising against
a participating chemist, the Fund's portion of the deductible is currently $22,500.00 of the first
$25,000.00 of the policy with our underwriters. The
individual chemist involved is responsible for only
$2,500.00 of this deductible. The chemist's proportion of the deductible is normally submitted to the
Fund, and the Fund will then be responsible for the
entire $25,000.00 deductible. The policy the Fund
has with our underwriters (currently ITIC, a large
very well respected European marine insurer) may
then be exercised to cover any claims in excess of
$25,000.00 up to five million dollars.
The Fund is governed by its member-elected Board
of Directors. Their aim is to contract effective insurance with our underwriters, and maintain reasonable
reserves for protection against liability claims made
against our members, thus maintaining this valuable
and highly credible program.
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Any NFPA Certificated Marine Chemist who is a
member of the Marine Chemist Association may participate in this professional insurance program. (The
Fund is, however, in no way a part of the Marine
Chemist Association: they are completely separate
organizations.) The program has been very successful, and celebrates its twenty-fifth anniversary this
year. In an era when effective liability insurance is
exceptionally expensive, if available at all, the Fund's
program offers very effective and reasonably priced
protection.
If you are interested in the service that the Fund
can provide, or have any questions, contact any
member of the Board of Directors, or our Agent, Mr.
Derek Jenkins of Hall-Conway-Jackson, Inc., at
800/877-8024 for information. The MCIF has been a
proven and viable program offering peace of mind to
its participating members.
MCFI Board Members:
Gerald Bernardo, President, and Gulf-Inland Representative
George Blair, Secretary, and Pacific Representative
Tagay Kang, Treasurer
Anthony Matthews, Atlantic Representative
Ken Mercer, Gulf-Inland Representative
Don Sly, Pacific Representative
Ed Willwerth, Atlantic Representative
(Article by Tagay Kang, CMC, Treasurer, MCFI )
NIOSH DOWNLOAD OF CHEMICAL POCKET
GUIDE - Tom Littlepage, CMC and Gulf-Inland
Section Secretary, sends word of a download of a
(free) stand-alone HTML version of the NIOSH
Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards (NPG), compressed as a ZIP file from NIOSH. The ZIP file
contains a condensed version of the NPG. All nonPocket Guide links were removed so that this set of
files acts as a "stand-alone" database. These files can
be used with a standard web browser or on some mobile devices:
npg-only.zip:
<http:\\www.cdc.gov\niosh\npg/niosh/zips/npgonly.zip>
(a 2MB file which requires WinZip or other unzipping software), and
<http:\\www.cdc.gov\niosh\npg/niosh/zips/npgonly.exe> (Also 2 MB file but a self-extracting file
for Windows). There is also a .pdf version at:
<http:\\www.cdc.gov\niosh\npg/niosh/npg/pdfs/2005149.pdf> (This is an 18.4 MB file requiring Adobe
Acrobat Reader for viewing and printing.) Check it
out!

appeared in the AIHA's journal The Synergist indicating that legal actions involving industry and
OSHA could conceivably have downstream concerns for the use of NFPA 306, Control of Gas
Hazards on Vessels. In August, ("Inside Washington" section) and December 2006 (in the
"Regulatory Outlook" section), writers Aaron
Trippler, Director of AIHA Government Affairs,
and Hal Engler and Paul Waters, attorneys with
Washington law firm Reed Smith, described an
interesting and potentially troublesome tangled
knot involving toxic materials exposure standards,
specifically the PELs and TLVs, especially as they
relate to Materials Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs).
There has been a persistent concern among some
legislators in the House and Senate involved with
labor issues with the outdated PELs, the slow
regulatory pace of change, and the strict interpretation of how regulatory changes must take place.
The issues and the players seem to boil down as
follows:
• OSHA was allowed, over a two year period following the passing of the Occupational Safety and
Health (OSH) Act in 1970 and its enactment in
1971, to adopt existing federal standards, (such as
those in the Walsh-Healy Act) as well as existing
national consensus standards. This was to achieve
its mission of protecting the American workforce
from (among many other problems) overexposure
to toxic workplace materials. As we all know,
that led to the adoption of, primarily, the 1968
ACGIH TLV's (or in the case of the marine standards, the 1970 ACGIH TLVs), along with some
other ANSI guidelines, as the Permissible Exposure Levels of the new OSH Administration: i.e.,
the OSHA PELs. Once adopted, however, these
once-voluntary guidelines now had the force of
law, and the rigid requirements of any changes
had to be complied with. After all, change came
possibly at great cost to industry with its related
impact on the American job and labor situation.
Very stringent language therfeore went into the
standard regarding changes: If changes in the
PELs were to have as their source adopted standards, they had to be from "consensus standards".
The OSH Act defines "consensus standards" as:
1) adopted from a nationally recognized standards
organization, 2) that the organization's methods in
establishing its levels were "known" procedures,
3) that interested and affected persons could have
input/access in the standard's process, and, 4) such
input would be considered in the standard's adoption. ANSI and NFPA standards meet these criteria. ACGIH's TLV process, evidently, does not.
• ACGIH, whose Threshold Limit Values®
(TLVs) are its copyrighted intellectual property,

- NEWS ITEMS TLVs, PELs, OSHA, MSDSs & NFPA 306:
SPECULATION AND WORRY SPICE THE
VEGETABLE SOUP - A couple of articles have
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therefore, was the source of most of the original
PELs. ACGIH is generally held as the preeminent source of up-to-date information on protective standards for toxic exposure. ACGIH is nevertheless, not held as a "consensus" standardswriting body for the purposes of the OSH Act.
ACGIH rigidly defends and resists fundamental
changes in its structure that would allow it to be so
considered. Its reasons are evidently rooted in its
formation in the late 1930s, and a fear of having
the perception of a conflict of interest that might
result if industry members from a chemical manufacturer, for example, sat on its technical committees involving those chemicals. (A concerted
effort to have ACGIH, AIHA and other bodies
join in a closer union in the 1990's floundered
over this very issue: ACGIH simply couldn't
change its perception of its fundamental mission
to meet the openness required for a "consensus"
standards-writing body.) ACGIH holds that its
TLVs are not designed to be used as regulations
and has acknowledged that TLVs do not have the
force of law, and are based on it's definition of
heath protection criteria alone. The manner they
are chosen also might lead to problems with their
use in the field in a regulatory situation. In addition, voting membership on ACGIH technical
committees is also restricted in a manner not
found on NFPA and ANSI committees.
• MDSDs, as guided by 29CFR1910.1200, the
HAZCOM standard, nevertheless have a requirement that TLV's show up as guidance information
along with PELs, if a TLV or PEL exists. As
some in industry see it, since ACGIH regularly
updates its TLVs, as currently enforced, this
automatically forces chemical manufacturers or
importers to create or update MSDSs containing
applicable TLV information. An industry suit
filed in Washington's Circuit Court of Appeals in
March of last year contends that this amounts to
improper and illegal automatic modification of the
standard without utilizing the rulemaking procedures required in the OSH Act. The industry suit
contends the use of TLVs, however well-respected
and up-to-date, prohibits affected industries from
being able to comment on proposed revisions, involves a secret process, and that ACGIH personnel have a perceived conflict of interest (since
most ACGIH senor officers are federal employees
of NIOSH or OSHA.) This might not have come
to be a such a problem if ACGIH could claim its
standards-setting process is a consensus process,
but that's just what they seem unwilling and, perhaps, unable to do.
The HAZCOM standard, however, remains unchanged in what it requires. Needless to say,

OSHA is fighting the suit on substance and technical grounds. Given ACGIH's stated position,
however, and the history of similar legal actions
back in the late 1980's and early 1990's, when
OSHA tried to update the PELs with ACGIH's
TLVs en mass, and had it's actions reversed in
court, it's hard to see how the industry suit will not
prevail.
In addition to the industry suit, two pieces of
federal legislation have been moved to address
this matter. In the House, Congressman Charlie
Norwood (R-GA) has filed the "Workplace Safety
& Health Transparency Act (H.R 5554) that
would prohibit OSHA or the Mine Safety &
Health Administration (MSHA) from incorporating "any finding, guideline, standard, limit, rule or
regulation based on a determination from a nonconsensus organization that does not conform to
the OSH Act's definition of a consensus standard."
It would also prohibit OSHA from approving any
State plan that used non-consensus standards as
well - to close that as a possible method TLVs
could be adopted in approved State programs. In
the Senate, Senator Michael Enzi (R, WY) introduced an OSHA reform bill (S.2066) that would
essentially accomplish the same thing.
TLVs would presumably be out of OSHA regs
everywhere if these bills pass. Interestingly, Representative Norwood recognizes the miss-fit between the nearly 40 year-old PELs and current
TLVs, and has warned industry and OSHA that
they need to agree on a plan to up-date PELs, "or
Congress will step in with its own plan." Given
that AIHA worked for three years with OSHA and
industry to do just that, and failed, Congress' plan
should be really interesting.
NFPA 306, our consensus standard (now open for
comment and change as part of its five-year cycle of
review), has its well-known requirement addressing
this issue. It is currently found in the Appendix
A.4.3.1(3), but was made mandatory by the Standard's Technical Committee after an MCA January
2004 request for formal interpretation. (As part of
the recent Technical Committee Meeting covering
NFPA 306's Reports on Proposals, a proposal to
move this text to the of the body of the standard,
further clarifying the issue, was approved by the
committee and will be submitted to the public for
comment.) The use of the lower of either the PEL or
TLV must be used by the chemist to satisfy the toxicity portion of an inspection and certification of
spaces on marine vessels as part of "Atmosphere Safe
For Workers", NFPA 306, §4.3.1(3).
Given the two-pronged attack on OSHA and its use
of TLVs in regulations, it's hard to see how this
matter won't rise to the attention of our required use
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of TLVs in NFPA 306. Questions put to NFPA at the
recent Marine Field Service Advisory Committee
meeting on the NFPA 306 TLV/PEL issue seem to
indicate NFPA is not overly concerned and they expect matters will remain as they are for the foreseeable future. The mills of the gods will evidently have
to churn on for a while before there is light at the end
of this tunnel, but stay tuned.
NATIONWIDE BARGE BUILDING SCRAMBLE - In November an article occurred in the New
Orleans CityBusiness that stated the trend of shipping
products by barge is being hampered by too few
available barges, high steel prices and increasing demand. The result is a boom in barge construction, the
first since the 1970's, despite high prices. The article
claimed "Companies such as Florida Marine Transporters Inc. in Mandeville have already contracted to
build 50 new tank barges - liquid cargo transporters in two years." Barge builder Jeffboat LLC of
Jeffersonville, Indiana has a contract worth an estimated $100 million to provide barges. A lot of oil
and gas companies use barge companies (such as
Florida Marine) to move their refined product rather
pipelines. "We've been building barges for about five
years now, before steel prices went crazy," said
Florida Marine President John Roberts. "On the demand side (for barges), it's never been stronger and
on the supply side there's more going out than coming in, so we're sitting pretty tight. We have contracts
in place for work even before the barges have been
built."
Nashville, Tenn.-based Ingram Barge Co., representing about 25 percent of the barge transportation,
has a fleet of 4,000 barges that are primarily hopper
barges carrying grain, coal, fertilizers and steel. Ingram has reportedly signed a 10-year contract for
barge building services with Trinity Industries Inc.
(Dallas) for yards in Port Allen, Texas, said Dan
Martin, Ingram's chief communications officer.
The article stated that barges are generally retired
after a 30-year life then scrapped, and that new construction costs have gone up about 40 percent. The
cost for a new hopper barge is about $460,000,
whereas five years ago it would have been in the low
$300,000 range. A brand new tank barge, however,
can cost anywhere from $2.5 to $3 million.
"One of the only negative aspects of higher demand and a lack of supply is the wait on shipyards
for some of our work," said Tom Dowie, vice president of marketing for Canal Barge Co. in New Orleans. Production takes six to eight months for construction and delivery of less common barges and
two months for a generic hopper barge.
"There aren't many yards in the country that could
take an order in 2006 or even late into 2007," Dowie
said. (Source: New Orleans CityBusiness.)

MAINE RECEIVES $2 MILLION OIL OF $37
MILLION OIL-POLLUTION FINE - On January
4, 2007 the Portland Press Herald reported a record
$37 million pollution fine against a well-known fleet
of oil tankers is expected to pump $2 million into
marine conservation efforts in the Gulf of Maine.
The company paying the fine, meanwhile, says the
nine employees responsible for the pollution violated
its policies and were fired.
Overseas Shipholding Group pleaded guilty in
January to charges that several of its tankers dumped
oily wastes into the ocean over the past five years instead of going through the time and expense of
proper disposal. Crews tried to cover up the violations by falsifying logbooks. Part of the $37 million
penalty is intended to be restitution for the environmental damage, and Maine's share of that is $2.06
million.
SKILLS SHORTAGE THREATENS OFFSHORE INDUSTRY - In January it was reported
that the growth in the offshore industry is being
threatened by a skills shortage, and at a time when
5000 jobs are expected to be created in the next three
years. The marine construction and offshore engineering sector is extremely busy and projected to
remain so for several years, but companies cannot
find the personnel they require for worldwide contracts.
The International Marine Contractors' Association
(IMCA) representing 350 offshore, marine and underwater engineering companies in more than 40
countries, hopes to be able to help its members to
address this skills shortage in 2007. The organization
has gathered statistics to show the strength of the
sector which reveal that in the next three years almost
100 new vessels will be required, creating thousands
of jobs.
"This skills shortage is placing significant pressure
on members' desired growth and ability to deliver
services, " said Hugh Williams, chief executive of the
IMCA.
"One route is to draw wider attention to the projected numbers of trained personnel required by the
expanding marine contracting industry.
"The industry will commission at least 50 new offshore construction vessels in the next two to three
years covering IMCA members' activities including
lifting, pipe laying, diving, survey and ROV operations, with about 10 of these dive support vessels
(DSVs).
"The drilling industry will commission about 40
more floating drilling rigs and around 100 ROVs will
be built. The new vessels and drill rigs will require
some 2000 additional watch-keepers across the
bridge, deck and engine room and the increases in
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saturation diving will require 800 additional personnel.
"They will need 1000 additional survey and inspection discipline personnel and the ROVs will require 1200 additional personnel. These figures posed
a serious challenge to an industry already finding it
difficult to recruit, train and retain skilled personnel.
(Source: The Herald; Glasgow (UK)
JUDGE TEMPORARILY HALTS DREDGING
NEAR SHIPYARD - In December news appeared
showing the alleged long-term concerns about the
environmental history of shipyards in their region
was being used as a tool to fight the expansion of
LNG importation. On December 18, Baltimore
County judge ordered the owners of the Sparrows
Point shipyard to temporarily stop dredging in the
Patapsco River. Circuit Court Judge Dana M. Levitz
granted a temporary injunction to stop contractors
from removing sediment in the river near the Key
Bridge at the request of a group of Dundalk-area
residents also opposed to a liquefied natural gas terminal planned for the site, according to a lawyer for
the group. The Greater Dundalk Alliance's LNG
opposition team alleges in its court filing that the
dredging is stirring up toxins that will harm nearby
residents and the Chesapeake Bay.
There is a lot at stake however: The community
group had to post a $750,000 bond to cover the company's revenue lost by not dredging, in the event that
the contractors are allowed to resume the work.
The company that operates the shipyard, SPS Limited Partnership, declined to comment after the proceedings. The temporary injunction expired in 10
days.
The work to remove 600,000 cubic yards of sediment began Dec. 8 in a 160-acre area of the Patapsco
River. The shipyard owners received permission
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the
Maryland Port Authority in October 2004 to dredge
the shipping channel to accommodate vessels at a
ship repair facility and to dispose of the dredge spoils
at Hart Miller Island. The permit expired in January.
AES Corp., the company that plans to build the LNG
terminal at the shipyard, wants to dredge in the same
area to accommodate tankers carrying LNG. Plans
called for dredging 2.5 million to 4 million cubic
yards of material. (Source: The Baltimore Sun,
Maryland, and by way of WorkBoat Magazine)
EDITORIAL: GREEN LIGHT FOR OFFSHORE
LNG - Stuck at the wrong end of North America's
natural gas pipelines, Massachusetts has relied on
marine shipments of liquefied natural gas to supplement pipeline gas for more than 30 years. The need
for LNG has spiked in recent years as power producers have turned to this fuel for the region's newest and cleanest - fossil fuel electricity plants. It is as-

sumed the safest terminals for unloading LNG are
offshore, away from residential neighborhoods, so it
is reassuring to see that plans for two such ports are
evidently moving ahead.
Both would be eight miles or more from the coast,
southeast of Gloucester, off Cape Ann. The owner of
one would be Excelerate Energy of Texas, which for
more than a year has been operating an offshore LNG
port in the Gulf of Mexico. The other would be
owned by Suez Energy North America, parent company of Distrigas, operator of the LNG terminal in
Everett, right in the heart of the port and city. With
the new facilities, a tanker tethered to an oversized
buoy would revaporize its LNG and pump the gas
into an existing underwater pipeline.
Excelerate's Northeast Gateway proposal has already won the approval of the state's environmental
affairs secretary, in part by promising $23.5 million
in "mitigation funds". This includes $4 million to
minimize damage to whales and other marine mammals, and $6.3 million to create a nonprofit organization in Gloucester to help fishermen who find that
"the terminal's limits on fishing in the immediate
vicinity make them want to get out of the business
and sell their fishing permits and allotted days". The
State is expected to give approval to this project and,
if it also passes environmental muster, to Suez's
Neptune terminal.
The one drawback to offshore LNG terminals is
that they lack the land-based storage capacity of
Everett or the facility proposed for tiny and crowded
Fall River, Massachusetts. The storage capacity in
Everett helps Distrigas meet the system's winter peak
needs. No one expects the new terminals to eliminate
the need for the Everett facility, but the extra gas they
supply in winter should obviate the need for any new
storage capacity, at Fall River or elsewhere - including a proposal for a port on Outer Brewster Island,
part of the Boston Harbor National Recreation Area.
One of the Bush administration's first reactions to
Sept. 11 was to stop temporarily the passage of LNG
tankers through Boston Harbor to Everett. That caution reflected the risk that terrorists might attack one
of the ships and destroy most of the inner harbor.
Since Sept. 11, tankers have been protected by new
layers of security. Approval of the offshore terminals
is a way for the region to secure the LNG it needs
without raising NIMBY concerns. (Source: The
Boston Globe, December 10, 2006)
DRUG SUB SEIZED - In November, 2006, a small
submarine stuffed with drugs was caught by the US
Coastguard. According to USCG, the crew of
USCGC STEADFAST boarded and seized a semisubmersible craft carrying an estimated 3.5 tons of
cocaine about 90 miles southwest of Costa Rica. The
vessel's crew of four, two Colombians, one Guate8

malan, and one Sri Lankan, were arrested and now
face prosecution in the US. The vessel was towed
into port by the Costa Rican Coast Guard and will
also be brought to the US as evidence.
CARNIVAL CRUISE CONFIRMS EURO565M
ORDER - Carnival Corporation has exercised an
option for a new 130,000 gross ton ship for its Carnival Cruise Lines brand. The vessel will have 3,652
lower passenger berths and will be built by Italian
shipbuilder Fincantieri at its Monfalcone yard at an
estimated all-in cost of 565 million euros. The ship is
scheduled for delivery in summer 2010. The vessel
will be a sister ship to a previously announced
130,000 gt ship slated to enter service in the autumn
of 2009 that will begin a new class for the line. The
two sister ships will be the largest ever constructed
for Carnival Cruise Lines.
Carnival Cruise Lines now has four new ships on
order or under construction with Fincantieri representing a combined 13,284 total lower berths. Its
parent company now has 19 new ships on order, 13
of which are being constructed by Fincantieri.
CHEMICAL TANKER COLLIDES WITH
JAPANESE SUBMARINE - A small 6,576 dwt
Panamanian-flag chemical tanker and a Japanese
submarine collided southern Japan according to local
reports on 21 November 2006. Both vessels were
reported damaged but no injuries have been reported
among the tanker’s 17 member crew. The Japanese
Maritime Self-Defense Force diesel-electric submarine ASASHIO was reported to have hit the Daiichi
Tanker Co-owned Spring Auster when surfacing
about 30 miles off Kyushu. (Shades of a similar accident where a US nuclear sub hit a Japanese fishing/training vessel off Honolulu, causing an international stir a few years ago.) The Japanese Coast
Guard sent three cutters to the area after the master of
the tanker reported taking in water but the vessel was
not found in danger of sinking.
SAVANNAH PILOT’S LICENSE SUSPENDED
FOR SPEEDING NEAR LNG - On January 5,
2007 a US administrative law judge suspended the
license of a Savannah River pilot for eight months,
with additional 12 months probation, after ruling that
the Coast Guard proved its case of negligence and
misconduct against him. According to USCG, the
decision stemmed from a 14 March 14, 2006 incident
on the Savannah River where the tanker Charleston,
passed the Elba Island LNG facility a speed in excess
of 14 knots during an LNG transfer. The surge resulting from the vessel's speed caused an emergency
dock shutdown, cargo hose separations, collapsed a
gangway, and caused mooring lines to part. All
emergency equipment at the LNG facility functioned
as designed and no LNG was released as a result of
the damage.

The Coast Guard says it pursued its action against
the pilot's license following a comprehensive investigation due to concern that negligence posed a hazard
to navigation. The pilot's past history included three
previous proved charges for negligence. In addition
to the action taken against the pilot, USCG determined the master of the M/T CHARLESTON was
also negligent in his role and was issued a letter or
warning in lieu of suspension or revocation. (Source:
Maritime Global Net)
CSB CALLS ON OSHA TO ADDRESS DUST
HAZARDS - On December 1, 2006, after a two-year
Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board
(CSB) study of industry combustible dust hazards,
announced CSB wants OSHA to develop a new rule
to address explosive dust hazards. The investigation
followed dust explosions in 2003 in Kinston, N.C.,
Corbin, Ky., and Huntington, Indiana, which killed
14 and injured 81. CBS stated there is no OSHA
standard that comprehensively addresses combustible
dust fire & explosion hazards in general industry.
CSB recommended OSHA issue a new standard designed to prevent these accidents. CSB said existing
voluntary consensus NFPA codes should form the
basis for the new standard. (Source: COSTAL Safety
Currents)
APPEALS COURT CUTS EXXON VALDEZ
DAMAGES - In December a San Francisco appeal
court cut punitive damages awarded against Exxon
Mobil regarding M/T EXXON VALDEZ oil spill
from $4.5 billion to $2.5 billion. This is opposed to
the $25 million Exxon says it should pay: it believes
the punitive damages are too high and is considering
its position. "It is our view that the U.S. Supreme
Court needs to provide more definitive guidance to
the lower courts on the law governing punitive damages."
The court said (with one dissenting opinion),
"Exxon’s prompt action to clean up the oil and compensate fishermen and others for economic loss
meant that the punitive element of the award should
be cut.
"In addition, in considering the relationship between the size of the award and the amount of harm,
we concluded in our earlier punitive damages opinion
that the substantial costs that Exxon had already
borne in clean-up and loss of cargo lessen the need
for deterrence in the future." (Source: Maritime
Global Net - see related article on M/T ERICA trial)
WORLDWIDE MSDSs FOR SHIPS? IMO
SAFETY SHEET PLAN "FLAWED AND UNWORKABLE"? - The International Bunker Industry
Association (IBIA) has presented a paper to IMO's
Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) arguing that current proposals relating to the mandatory supply and
carriage of Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) in
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connection with MARPOL Annex 1 cargoes and marine fuel oils are severely flawed and unworkable.
And the Maritime Safety Committee, at the MSC82
meeting in Istanbul in early December, agreed to
"take into account" IBIA's comments when adopting
a draft resolution, covering MSDS, to SOLAS regulation V1/5-1.
IBIA representatives stated: "With regard to marine
fuels, the proposals have sought to abuse the purpose
of MSDS by turning it from a document designed to
protect seafarers into some sort of quality assessment
for the benefit of the shipowner.
"IBIA welcomes the mandatory provisions of
MSDS at the point of marine fuel transfer and, today,
most, if not all IBIA members already hand over
MSDSs to the ship's crew during bunkering operations. The additional testing requirements in the current proposals require each and every marine fuel to
be tested and a customized MSDS to be issued prior
to delivery of the fuel.
"Expert advice obtained by IBIA shows that, in all
cases, MSDSs are written taking into account current
and best available knowledge about the worst-case
scenario with respect to hazards and safety precautions. IBIA believes that, without evidence to the
contrary, such expert advice is likely to be the best
available on the subject."
(Editor's Comment: Most of us, given the choice
between an MSDS (prepared with broad ranges of
data) and an actual analysis of the fuel loaded would
take the latter every time. MSDSs are great, but
analysis reports should mean somebody actually
looked at what was bought and loaded as opposed to
what was generally promised and expected between
the fuel provider and vessel. This sounds a little like
a disguised complaint by IBIA to increased analysis
costs. But the analysis sheets seem to be more likely
to prevent some near misses and accidents (which
have caused vessel losses) involving contaminated
fuels that have plagued the industry.)
ELECTRIC BOAT GETS 1.3 BILLION IN
NAVY WORK - In December General Dynamics
Electric Boat Corp., Groton, Conn., was awarded a
$1,274,545,405 modification to previously awarded
multi-year contract for Fiscal Year 2007 Virginia
Class Submarine (SSN 782) and Advance Procurement (AP) funding for the FY08 submarine (SSN
783). Work will be performed in Groton, Connecticut (30 percent), Quonset Point, R.I. (15 percent) and
Newport News, VA. (15 percent), with other efforts
performed at sites around the United States (40 percent). Work is expected to be completed by April
2014. The Naval Sea Systems Command, Washington, D.C., announced Electric Boat is also being
awarded a $50,689,453 firm-fixed-price delivery order under the multiple award for preparation and ac-

complishment of the FY07 Docking Selective Restricted Availability of the USS Albany (SSN 753).
Work will be performed in Norfolk, VA, and is expected to be completed by May 2007. Contract funds
in the amount of $36,729,367, will expire at the end
of the current fiscal year.
SHIPBUILDING CONTINUES TO FOLLOW
LEAST EXPENSIVE SKILLED LABOR - Indian
shipyard ABG has won an order from Singapore’s
Pacific First Shipping for 9 anchor handling and support vessels and three bulk carriers worth a total of
$230 million. The last of the vessels is due for delivery in 2009. The bulkers will be of around 54,000
dwt, although the yard has also announced that it is
now accepting orders for building in its soon to be
completed yard at Dahej, which has a maximum capacity of 120,000 dwt. (Source: Maritime Reporter)
CRISIS IN AMERICAN SHIPBUILDING: IMMOVABLE FORCE AND IRRESISTIBLE OBJECT: THE JONES ACT - Supporters of the nation’s cabotage laws say they must always be ready
to quash efforts to weaken the Jones Act. Though
some gains have been made in recent years in areas
such as foreign financing and foreign vessel operations in the oil patch, attacks on the Jones Act continue to come from many different directions.
For example, there’s the use of foreign-flagged
ships to move cargo between two U.S. ports, the use
of non-U.S. citizens on U.S. cruise ships, and, very
near and dear to many: the use of foreign components
in “U.S.-built” ships above an acceptable (and debatable) threshold. The last issue is especially controversial as a shipyard putting together several American built (or are they?) double hulled tankers in
Philadelphia is defending itself against suits crying
foul in the name of the venerable Jones Act. The
vessels comply with all USCG and ABS guidelines
and are being built by some of the last American
shipyard workers building large blue-water commercial vessels. The problem is the definition of "component parts". When is a foreign component part so
large that the ship should not be considered "American-built?" If gaskets in the hydraulic systems are
made in Korea, is that a violation of the substantial
"American-built" clause in the Act? If the anchors
were forged in Taiwan, is that a violation that crosses
the Jones-Act threshold? How about the entire bow
and stern sections, involving most of the intense, detailed, non-automated (and therefore very expensive)
hand-labor on the vessel, which were built in China?
That's the problem for Aker Philadelphia Shipyard,
struggling to complete these commercial vessels as
American built in a world of an un-level shipbuilding
playing field. Aker is using US steel and US workers
in a straight-out highly automated assembly of all
major flat panel sections of the vessels, attaching
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them to Chinese-built bow and stern sections. It's a
fact that the labor-intense bow and stern sections are
cheaper if built in China and shipped to the US than
if assembled using US steel and US labor, and, far
more importantly, Aker evidently wouldn't be able to
build them at all without that cost advantage. (And
not building them means no US workers and no US
steel in any of the vessels.)
Supporters say the Jones Act’s strength depends on
enforcement and vigilance. Businesses continue to try
to “chip away at the Jones Act,” said Philip Grill of
the Maritime Cabotage Task Force. Though the
Jones Act is not in any serious trouble at the moment,
Grill said it “requires constant monitoring.”
One big item Jones Act supporters continue to
monitor is the federal government’s granting of Jones
Act waivers. They say vessel waivers are often
granted too quickly during times of “emergency” and
in the name of national defense when in fact there is
plenty of U.S.-flag capacity around to handle the demand.
Constant vigilance is important, it strict supporters
say, but the government needs to firm up its oversight
on the rebuilding of U.S. ships in foreign yards and
the use of foreign ships to move U.S. domestic cargo.
The question remains as to how tight or loose the
interpretation should be, and what the cost as opposed to benefits of either tack might have on the
remnants of the once-proud commercial US shipbuilding. The use and interpretation of the Act is
indeed a double-edged sword.
INDUSTRY “SUPPORTS IACS” IN EUROPEAN
COMMISSION'S CLASH WITH CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES - In late December the International Association of Class Societies (IACS) said it
has the support of the major shipping industry representative bodies in its ongoing argument with the
European Commission which is pressing for mutual
recognition of equipment certificates by class societies. IACS's claims that mutual recognition of
equipment certificates issued by class will reduce
safety are supported by ship owners, shipbuilders and
marine insurance. It says that IACS Council met last
week with leading representatives of international
shipping and marine industry associations, including
International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), Intertanko
and Intercargo, representing the ship owners, Committee for Excellence in Shipbuilding Standards
(CESS) representing the shipbuilders and International Union of Marine Insurance (IUMI) and International Group of P&I Clubs representing marine
insurance.
The European Commission is proposing a revision
of Class Directive 94/57. In this, the European Union
Recognized Organizations (ROs), namely 13 classification societies, some of which are non-IACS, shall

agree on the conditions under which they will mutually recognize their respective class certificates, and
this raises safety issues.
IACS says in a statement: “Mutual recognition" of
certificates is not a recipe for enhanced safety. On
the contrary, dilution and fragmentation of the certification responsibility will lead to reduced, not improved, safety of ship construction and operations.
This fragmentation of responsibility is a major concern whenever something goes wrong.”
TAKING MY OBA FOR A WALK - The Journal
of Occupational and Environmental Hygiene (JOEH)
January 2007 issue addressed self-contained self rescuers (SCSRs) used for emergency escapes in oxygen-deficit atmospheres. Certified by NIOSH to last
1 hour, SCSRs generate oxygen by chemical reaction
and must meet a minimum oxygen generation time of
60 min when used according to instructions - essentially the same basis for the Oxygen Breathing Apparatus (OBAs), familiar to us all. Wearers must walk
or crawl at a controlled rate to conform to the limits
of the devices. The aim of the study was intended to
determine the distance that can be walked when using
SCSRs as intended.
Fourteen volunteer subjects walked on a treadmill
at moderate rates that they controlled. They were
instructed to walk as far as possible without using
oxygen at a rate higher than the SCSR could produce.
Distances walked ranged from 2.1 km to 9.2 km with
an average distance of 6.0 km. SCSR operating times
ranged from 30 min to 94 min. If the required walking distance is farther than this, multiple units will
have to be available to allow safe escape.
Evidently the concern about the performance of
these devices arose as a result of a reexamination of
escape devices in light of the serious US coalmine
accidents in early 2006.
THE END OF HEAVY RESIDUAL MARINE
FUELS? - "DISTILLATE FUEL AS THE ONLY
OPTION" GATHERS MOMENTUM - Starting in
November reports began appearing in the Marine
Global Net of the move to make the entire world
merchant fleet switch from residual fuels to more
expensive distillate fuel. The basis of the move appears to bring vessel sulfur air pollution under control, even while at sea. The controversy raging now
is how it will be accomplished: with scrubbing hardware and by limiting use of residual fuel oil to use at
sea and not near land, or by eliminating use of highsulfur residuals in lieu of cleaner and more expensive
distillate fuels.
The proposal to eliminate residual fuels from ships
made considerable headway at a meeting in November in Oslo of the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Bulk Liquids and Gas Sub Committee’s
Working Group on Air Pollution. Intertanko (The
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International Association of Independent Tanker
Owners, whose membership is open to independent
i.e., non-oil company and non-state owned tanker
owners, proposed a global sulphur content cap of 1%
(against the current 4.5% -!) by 2010, to be reduced
to 0.5% by 2015. This would be achieved by compulsorily switching wholesale to distillate fuel. Intertanko had lobbied intensely during the run-up to
the meeting on the issue. Intertanko's position has
split the main shipping industry representative organizations, however.
Intertanko pointed out the switch would lead to a
large reduction of SOx, PM (small particulate) emissions along with significant further reduction of NOx
and CO2 emissions, but with no other investment than
a higher price for the fuel (i.e., without any new or
additional hardware installations or costs). Most
other shipping industry organizations, however, argued against the proposals and for a ‘holistic’ approach incorporating more than one technical solution, partly on expense and supply grounds and partly
for environmental reasons.
The Intertanko proposal nevertheless received considerable notice with several countries expressing
support. Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and the US
all indicated a level of support for the idea. In addition the European Commission (which has observer
status at IMO) said that it would discuss the matter at
Brussels. The working group is taking forward three
options: the status quo, stricter limits in SOx Emission Control Areas (SECAs) and one based closely
on the Intertanko proposal although leaving open the
possibility of using residual fuel with abatement
technology.
On December 1, The Asian Shipowners’ Forum
(ASF) Safe Navigation & Environment Committee
(SNEC), like its ASEAN counterpart, issued a statement opposing Intertanko’s proposal for the world
fleets to switch from residual to distillate fuel. However the SNEC move was made against a strong recommendation from Hong Kong Shipowners’ Association in favor of the Intertanko initiative.
The SNEC statement says that, while it fully supports efforts in environmental protection, SNEC is
concerned with Intertanko’s proposal for all ships to
switch from residual fuel to distillate fuel. It argued:
“Besides substantial cost increase, the Committee is
particularly concerned whether there were any due
consideration given to the supply capability of the
refining industry to meet the sudden increased demand for distillate fuel. SNEC is in favor of a gradual reduction in the sulphur cap on gas emission from
bunker fuel over time. At the same time, thorough
feasibility studies should continue into the use of
abatement technologies.”

This week, bringing the issue further in a remarkably blunt statement, Hong Shipowners Association
(HKSOA) disassociated itself from a recent International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) statement on emissions policy. The HKSOA statement was in response
to a February 14 ICS statement on its submission to
IMO making clear that it did not support such the
move to a distillate requirement and arguing a holistic, goal-based approach embracing different technical means of reducing emissions, including use of
abatement technology.
In a move separating it from most far-east owner
representative organizations, HKSOA said: “It is the
HKSOA’s view that the shipping industry must be
proactive in reducing air emissions from ships. The
HKSOA believes that the most effective and early
reductions can only be made through regulation that
would determine the use of distillate with a global
sulphur content cap of 1% in ships’ engines. There is
no partial or intermediate solution. The HKSOA does
not believe in the concept of SECAs, as these, in the
Association’s view, are little more than regional
regulation dressed up in an international convention.
The HKSOA is, furthermore, concerned that the
changeover from high sulphur, high heat and high
viscosity fuel to low sulphur, low heat and low viscosity fuel at the entrance to SECAs is an inherently
dangerous process in quite possibly the most congested part of a ship’s voyage. The use of distillate
with a global cap of 1% would make the SECA concept redundant. While the HKSOA fully supports the
development of alternative technologies to reduce air
emissions, the Association does not support the use
of scrubbers or any other technology that would permit the continued use of residual fuel in ship’s engines."
In an especially revealing and terse portion of the
statement, HKSOA said: "Ships have incinerated the
waste products of refineries for long enough, and
shipowners and their crews would now welcome a
move towards the use of clean fuels that do not need
extensive treatment before use. The (Hong Kong)
Association does not support any solution that would
require the fitting of even more treatment equipment
that would be expensive for the owner to fit, to
maintain and which would present difficulties in the
disposal of the residues, the failure of any part of
which could result in port state control detention.”
In a related development, indicating how serious
(and possibly heavy-handed) the European Union
(EU) can and will be on environmental issues, the
European Maritime Safety Agency has told the International Bunker Industry Association (IBIA) it cannot attend a key EU seminar on air emissions from
ships (!) The seminar is intended to contribute to
IMO’s current review MARPOL Annex VI. Euro12

pean Union government officials and a few industry
representatives have been invited.
The seminar agenda, held at EMSA’s new Lisbon
headquarters February 15 and 16, and jointly run with
the European Commission’s Environment Directorate, nevertheless gives a prominent platform to tanker
owners group Intertanko to promote the compulsory
switching of the global merchant fleet from residual
to distillate fuels.
It understood that EMSA has cited “time constraints” for not inviting IBIA which has IMO observer status and whose input has previously been
taken into account by EC officials when formulating
bunker-related issues. IBIA represents most bunker
suppliers, brokers and traders worldwide as well as
many bunker purchasers.
IBIA secretary general Ian Adams said: “We are
disappointed not to be invited to express the views of
the bunker industry and in particular of those involved in production and supply of bunker fuel. We
understand the time constraints but do feel the focus
of the meeting could be misdirected if it does not
look at the issues from a practical point of view.”
Following a presentation by EC officials on their
air quality strategy, the Intertanko representative at
the meeting will outline his organization’s controversial policy which is strongly opposed by both IBIA
and the International Chamber of Shipping. (Source:
Marine Global Net)
ERICA TRIAL BEGINS - In an event that parallels
what the EXXON-VALDEZ disaster did in the US in
its impact on regulatory processes, the European trial
of those alleged responsible for the environmental
disaster of the Maltese-flag tanker ERICA in 2000
began February 15 in Paris. The tanker split in two
and sank near the coast of western France spilling
some19,000 metric tons of oil, polluting 400 kilometers of beach, and killing some 150,000 seabirds.
Fifteen defendants are charged with marine pollution and risking the lives of others. Named in the suit
are the tanker’s owner, its classification society
RINA, French maritime officials and the companies
involved in chartering the vessel: Total Transport
Corporation and Total Petroleum Services. The key
accusations are that they (Total) chartered a tanker of
dubious seaworthiness in order to meet a tight deadline for delivery of the cargo to Italy. (Source: Maritime Global Net)

A delivery driver was unloading liquid hydrogen
into cylinders just outside the Muskingum River
power plant, owned by American Electric Power,
when the explosion occurred. Plant officials are unsure whether the truck or hydrogen tubes exploded or
if there was another cause, a company spokesperson
said. The delivery driver was killed and nine AEP
employees were hospitalized, mostly with cuts and
bruises. There was no major damage to the plant,
which employs 210 workers. Hydrogen is delivered
to the plant about once a week and is used to cool
steam generators. (Source: Coastal's 'Safety Currents')
BOSTON PILOT DIES IN FALL FROM PILOTS LADDER - This past October 24 veteran pilot Robert B. Cordes fell to his death while climbing
a Jacob's/Pilot's ladder on M/V BALDOCK at the
Chealsea Eastern Minerals Terminal. The terminal is
in Chelsea, Massachusetts, in the northern end of the
Port of Boston. According to USCG senior investigator LT Gregory Callahan, Cordes lost footing near
the top of his climb, fell backwards some 30 feet and
hit a deck barge moored next to the ship. Cordes was
a veteran pilot with over 30 years experience. The
vessel was in port, and moored at the terminal (offloading salt) in calm conditions. These ladders, always a thrill to climb in any sea condition, are often
seen in less than ideal condition. In this case, however, though the USCG investigation was still ongoing at the time of the news of the Boston fatality,
USCG stated that there appeared to be "no abnormalities about (the incident)".
The publication Professional Mariner reported that
this was the third pilot fatality from boarding falls in
2006. On January off Portland, OR a Bar pilot lost
footing in 18-20 foot seas while transferring from a
ship to his pilot boat and drowned. Less than three
weeks later, another 30-year veteran pilot fell between a cruise ship and his pilot boat off Hawaii and
was killed.
Chapter 5 Chapter 23 of SOLAS has the following
language regarding rules for pilot ladders, which we
all see to greater or lesser degrees:
• Each step should rest against the vessels side,
• Each step should be secured so it remains horizontal,
• The steps should be equally spaced at intervals
between not less than 11.8 and not greater than 15
inches
• The side ropes should be continuous, uncovered,
and not less than 0.7 inches in diameter,
• Spreaders (used to stabilize the ladders) must be
placed as the rope ladder's fifth step, and thereafter
no less than every eighth step being a spreader,
• The spreaders must be 71 inches or more in length,
and

- ACCIDENTS POWER PLANT HYDROGEN EXPLOSION
KILLS DIRVER AND INJURES NINE WORKERS - On January 8, a powerful explosion at a coalburning power plant in southeast Ohio killed one
worker and injured nine others.
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• If the freeboard of the vessel using the Jacob's
ladder is more than 29.5 feet (9 meters), the vessel
should also have an accommodation ladder with
rigid stanchions and handrails. (Source: Professional Mariner)
SHIPYARD CHEMLAB EXPLOSION - An explosion in the Chemistry Laboratory at the General
Dynamics facility in Groton, Connecticut illustrates
how easy it is to become complacent when using
flammable compressed gas.
A new instrument, an induction coupled plasmamass spectometer (ICP-MS) was replacing an older
ICP. The new instrument required methane to remove
interferences in the sample. Only a small amount of
methane was required to perform this function: 0.7
mls/minute@7 psig. There was an unused hydrogen
line that went from outside the lab where the gas
cylinders were stored to inside the lab to the instrument. It was decided to convert this line to methane
use. The instrument was designed with an internal
regulator and to have high-pressure methane supplied
directly to the regulator.
A technician hooked up the methane to the existing
line that was dead-ended and performed a leak check
on the piping. At this time he discovered a small leak
at a fitting inside the lab and decided to replace the
Swagelok type fitting. He went back outside to repressurize the line and leak check it again. When he
did the full 2200 psig in the bottle hit the newly installed fitting and blew it off. At this time it is not
clear why the fitting failed but it appears that it was
not correctly installed by the technician. This allowed
the methane to flow into the lab unregulated.
At the time a second technician was working at another ICP in the area. He was unaware of the ongoing leak testing of the methane line. He had the
plasma flame going in the ICP. Above the flame was
an exhaust duct which drew the methane to the
plasma. It is surmised that the plasma flame ignited
the methane. The explosion caused first and second
degree burns to the technician on the ICP, set off the
sprinklers and did extensive damage to the laboratory. Fortunately, the technician was treated and released and was back at work the next day.
Many lessons can be learned from this incident.
The technician preparing the line had worked in the
laboratory for many years and was aware of the hazards of flammable gasses as he had been qualified as
a competent person but may have become complacent.
Other lessons are:
• Do not use a flammable or toxic gas to perform
leak checks
• Only qualified persons should work on high pressure gas lines

• If at all possible install a pressure regulator at the
gas cylinder
• Notify others working in the area of possible hazards when performing potentially dangerous work
• Secure all ignition sources during initial hookup of
flammable gasses
We all work with potentially dangerous chemicals
or products on a daily basis and it is easy to become
complacent. Take the time to step back and review
the process and say. Is this the best and safest way to
get this job done?
MAINTENANCE WORKERS INJURED IN
PORTLAND SHIPYARD EXPLOSION - Two
shipyard workers were injured in a weekend explosion on Swan Island on Sunday, December 10, 2006.
The blast happened at about 7 a.m. at Cascade General Shipyard. Investigators say maintenance workers opened a vault to a natural gas line that apparently
had a leak in it. Soon after the crews opened the
vault door the gas exploded. The vault was a 3' by 3'
shallow utility vault in the old section of the facility
dating from 1937 when it was a Kaiser Shipbuilding
yard. Reports said it was not a vault that could be
completely entered, but on that workers could merely
reach into once the cover is removed.
Rescue crews rushed the two injured workers to
Legacy Emanuel Hospital. One was said in serious
condition, but the other was treated and soon released. The other was expected to recover.
The vault contained both natural gas and oxygen
piping and had in fact been opened the day prior to
the incident. The yard's SCP tested the vault shortly
after the incident and got "air readings". Inspectors
unofficially stated that the dragging of the steel cover
over the edge of the vault to open it apparently supplied the spark.
(Source: John Flynn, CMC, CSP)
WELDER KILLED IN SHIPYARD EXPLOSION
- At 7:12 PM Tuesday, November 28, 2006, a welder
was killed in an explosion at a Harvey, Louisiana
shipyard. The man, identified as a Mexican national
(and whose name was not released at the time pending notification of family) was preparing to reenter a
section of the hull of the boat the M/V KLJ ERICKSON on drydock at the Bollinger Quick Repair yard
in Harvey, when he was thrown from the boat by the
explosion, said Bob Garner, Jefferson Parish Sheriff's
Office spokesman. He was the only injury in the
explosion.
The man was a welder for the Lafayette subcontractor Hudco and had been working for the company
for eight to 10 months, Garner said.
A Bollinger spokesman announced the accident
was under investigation. "Bollinger takes any accident very seriously and operates under the goal of
being the safest shipyard in America. This is a tre14

mendous loss to the Bollinger family of employees,
and as we better understand the circumstances, we
will have further comments," he said. "I don't remember the last time we had a casualty"
Later the OSHA investigation indicated that the
area worked was a cofferdam area where a marine
chemist's certificate was not required. (Later unconfirmed information indicated, however, that the cofferdam involved in the accident was actually bounded
by a vessel fuel tank, and should therefore have required a marine chemist's certificate. It is nevertheless uncertain whether the source of the explosion
had anything to do with the adjacent spaces.) At the
time of first reports it was not known if he was using
his welding equipment at the time of the explosion or
what might have sparked the blast. Later focus was
on his equipment given the nature of the vessel and
the lack of volatile fuel, cargo or residues. The
worker had set up and used acetylene and oxygen
lines in the space. Suspicion was that leaking lines
allowed gas into the cofferdam during the dinner
break. The worker's striker was reportedly found at
the bottom of the cofferdam after the accident, and it
is theorized that the worker dropped it when reentering the space. OSHA noted that the SCP had not
inspected or tested the space prior to the entry and
explosion.
One unconfirmed report said the worker was
launched by the blast through the air from the opening he was entering. He caught a cable in flight and
was decapitated.
(Note: This is at least the third "shot from guns"
marine gas ignition accident reported in the last 25
years) (Source: The Times-Picayune and WAFB Ch
9 Baton Rouge)
CARBON MONOXIDE KILLS TWO - NEW
BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS - On Monday,
November 13, 2006, carbon monoxide killed one
dockworker and left another in serious condition and
clinging to life. Source of the CO was a gasolinepowered pressure washer they were using to clean a
poorly ventilated water tank in a scalloper docked at
Leonard's Wharf, police said.
Police Department spokesman said three dockworkers were using the power washer in a water tank
belowdecks of the F/V SANDRA-LEE. The power
washer was evidently brought into the space being
cleaned rather than have its line run into the space
while the machine's engine exhausted to the weather
air. Scrubbing proceeded, but just before 12:40 PM,
one of the men passed out.
Another worker ran to call 911. He returned with a
patrolman. While the worker and the officer were
taking the unconscious man out of the tank, another
worker passed out, police reported. When other
emergency officials arrived, dockworkers were per-

forming CPR on the first victim, who had stopped
breathing. He was taken to a local hospital where he
was pronounced dead. Police later said they were
relatively certain carbon monoxide was the problem
on the SANDRA-LEE, as no solvents were used in
the cleaning. When firefighters arrived and measured
the level of carbon monoxide in the vessel's forward
freshwater tank, readings exceeded the capacity of
their meters: greater than 1,000 ppm. Nevertheless,
rescuers proceeded, evidently not properly protected
in that nine would-be rescuers and workers were sent
to the hospital.
"Fumes (sic) from the power washer sent two other
workers to the hospital, along with five paramedics, a
firefighter and a police officer." Police later said all
their men and other rescuers were in good condition
hours after they were taken for treatment. Due to the
number of victims, New Bedford Emergency Services declared a Mass Casualty Incident. Those affected were disbursed among three local hospitals.
Regarding the seriously injured worker, the owner
of the SANDRA-LEE, one of more than 15 vessels in
one of New Bedford's largest fishing fleets, said it
was hoped that doctors would "clean his system"
using a hyperbaric chamber. It was later reported
that attempts to reverse the affects of CO exposure
using the hyperbaric chamber failed and the worker
was pronounced brain-dead a couple of days later.
He was taken off respiratory support and died.
Interestingly, newspapers quoted one of the onlookers, a fishing boat captain himself, who said he
was familiar with what can happen when a power
washer is used on a boat. Michael Allen, skipper of
the scalloper SUSAN MARIE which was docked at
Homer's Wharf for repairs at the same time, said he
once hired a professional cleaning crew to scrub
leaked hydraulic fluid out of his fish hold in his home
port of Cape May, New Jersey. While he and his
crew were out to lunch, two cleaners brought a gaspowered pressure washer into the hold. They opened
all of the hatches, Mr. Allen said, but even that didn't
help enough air circulate.
"When I returned, I heard the machine running and
both of them had passed out," he said. Both workers
were left in serious condition but recovered, Mr. Allen said, adding that he and other members of his
crew had to be treated for carbon-monoxide inhalation after pulling the cleaners out.
(News forwarded by Greg Grondin and Phil Giles)

- AND THEN SOME WILL ROGERS - who died in a plane crash with
Wylie Post in 1935, may be the greatest political sage
this country has ever known. Weigh the following:
1. Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco.
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2. Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.
3. There are two theories to arguing with a woman.
Neither works.
4. Never miss a good chance to shut up.
5. Always drink upstream from the herd.
6. If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.
7. The quickest way to double your money is to fold
it and put it back in your pocket.
8. There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn
by reading, the few who learn by observation, and
the rest of them have to pee on the electric fence
and find out for themselves.
9. Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot
of that comes from bad judgment.
10. If you're riding' ahead of the herd, take a look
back every now and then to make sure it's still
there.
11. Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier'n
puttin' it back.
12. After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so
good he started roaring. He kept it up until a
hunter came along and shot him. The moral:
When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut.

Hilton O'Hare Airport, Sunday, 15 October 2006
• Call to Order: 08:00
• Roll Call: John Bell/chairman, Don
Sly/chairman-elect, Greg Grondin/past-chair,
Don Raffo substituting for Jim Chandler/Atlantic Section-April, 07, David Bennett,
Atlantic Section-April, 08, Craig
Trettevik/Pacific Section - April, 07, Frank
Monaghan, substituting for Henry Sorenson/Pacific Section-April, '08, Scott Godfrey/Gulf-Inland Section - April, 07, Jack Godfrey substituting for Tom Littlepage (acting)
April, '08/Gulf-Inland Section - temporary replacement for Kimble Lehman who resigned
upon being elected, Larry Russell/NFPA, Les
Blaize/assistant secretary, Ed
Willwerth/secretary.
• After a report from Chairman Bell, following a
request ed motion from MCA LM Bill Hataway: to replace Les & Ed with William Hataway. The motion was made, seconded and
rejected : 10-0, with two abstentions: Les &
Ed.
• Motion was made to set the September meeting
as a date to assess the performance of the Secretary and Assistant Secretary annually at this
fall meeting. Seconded & Approved: 12-0.
• Motion was made to introduce Les' stipend into
the MGHCP's budget request from MCA. (Les'
stipend is currently taken from the MCA dues.)
Seconded & approved: 12-0.
• MCA Program ExCom Orientation/Ed: Tabled
until Annual Seminar meeting when new members will present.
• Minutes of Last ExCom Meeting/Comments,
Changes & Approval. Motion to accept/approved
• Minutes of Last General MCA Membership
Business Meeting/Comments, Changes &
Approval. For review.
• To-Do Review (From St. Pete Meeting - As reminder & perspective review):
- Responsibilities of Sec/Treasurer & Asst.
Sec/Treasurer for Membership Directory Ed & Les
- Multiple-year Plan re: modules, FLC endorsement training, website information. Greg
- NFPA 306 issues meeting & report-Les,
John, Ed & Frank.
- Site report, 2007 Annual Seminar/Charleston, SC - Ed
• Committee Reports:

ABOUT GROWING OLDER...
First ~ Eventually you will reach a point when you
stop lying about your age and start bragging about
it.
Second ~ The older we get, the fewer things seem
worth waiting in line for.
Third ~ Some people try to turn back their odometers.
Not me, I want people to know "why" I look this
way. I've traveled a long way and some of the
roads weren't paved.
Fourth ~ When you are dissatisfied and would like to
go back to youth, think of Algebra.
Fifth ~ You know you are getting old when everything either dries up or leaks.
Sixth ~ I don't know how I got over the hill without
getting to the top.
Seventh ~ One of the many things no one tells you
about aging is that it is such a nice change from
being young.
Eighth ~ One must wait until evening to see how
splendid the day has been.
Ninth ~ Being young is beautiful, but being old is
comfortable.
Tenth ~ Long ago when men cursed and beat the
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today
it's called golf.
And finally ~ If you don't learn to laugh at trouble,
you won't have anything to laugh at when you are
old.
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• NFPA/Larry: Deadline for 306 RPO is
17:00 EST, 22 November 2006. The ROP
meeting may be January 16 or 17 in Houston TX (Note Possible conflict with MACOSH Meeting!). NFPA 306 Chair is
Norm Wallace, ABS, who will host the
meeting.
• MCQB/ Larry: A Certificate audit has been
required by MCQB that must be complied
with by October 30, 2006. Ten sequential
certificates issued after August 1 must be
submitted to Larry by then. NFPA is trying
to get access to the MCA Annual Seminar
Proceedings and other routine mailings
available electronically to chemists through
the NFPA website. Gerald West notified
NFPA MFS that he has retired and sent a
nice letter to Larry. A chemist did not meet
the requirements to become recertified.
Larry found eight names of ABS certified
chemists in old ABS records while visiting
London's ABS office whose names are not
in the directory. Larry gave a copy of these
chemists to Ed. ExCom thanked Larry for
this work. There are sixteen chemist trainees in the program, three of whom were
approved in July at the St. Pete meeting.
Larry mentioned that USCG Port Security,
in checking documents of entry & exit logs,
indicate extraordinary productivity by
chemists: Larry reminds all chemists that
USCG and other are watching us as we
perform professionally. There have also
been complaints about the lack of availability of chemists in some ports - coverage
in some ports is sometimes thin. There is
currently a vacancy on MCQB as Dick
Miner has changed employers. As for topics for the Sectional Training Seminars, the
only topics are SFLHW and "readily available" re: inerting, but Larry will not be
meeting with MCQB on October 25 & 26
October and will not have their input before then.
• MFSC/MGHCP/Larry: A meeting is scheduled in Washington DC for 9 January 2007,
Karen Haase/API will be hosting. Joe Cox
discussed the MCQB suggestion about how
to deal with those chemists delinquently
behind on their surcharge payments and
will treat things on a case-by-case basis.
(Rosanne Pazek is the MGHCP auditor and
program administrator.)
• SSRAC Committee/GGG - Report from
Robbie Walker read by Greg Grondin: The
Navy's budget has been greatly reduced

•
•

•

•
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and they stated that they "can no longer
afford the zero-risk option", indicating
there will be cuts in some safety-related requirements, but there is no known affect to
CMC work. No significant changes have
been made to the Navy Standard Items that
affect marine chemists. There will probably be a decrease in Navy contractor oversight for certain QA items.
NFPA 306 MCA Representative Oct.14 Meeting Report/John, Les. Ed, Frank Monaghan
(Moved to end of meeting.)
MACOSH/Don Raffo - Meeting was held
September 27, 2007. Most of the issues
mentioned for possible future in-depth
study as committee work were longshoring
safety & health issues. Hot work on coatings and spray painting may be of concern
to shipyards. Subpart F (LO/TO) continues
to be delayed, and may not make it out this
year. The next MACOSH meeting is tentatively set for January 16, 2007 in Washington.
Education Committee/ Don Sly/All: 2007
Seminar Ideas - Ideas discussed at the St.
Pete beach ExCom meeting were looked at
and Don mentioned cold work and exposure to toxic solvents. This could cover
physical hazards and liability concerns.
We will also discuss NFPA 306 proposals,
which should be set by then (RPO will be
published by 27 June '07). John mentioned
that a presentation of a review of Subpart P
might be in order. Don also mentioned
there was a marine dust explosion that he
could review. Greg mentioned recertification requirements, "near misses/ lessons
learned" (Larry), and paying surcharge requirements were agreed as standard reoccurring items for the Sectional Seminars.
(Dave mentioned that Dr. Pratt might be a
speaker discussing "stray currents" at the
national.)
Schedule of Sectional Seminars:
Pacific Coast Sectional Seminar: Saturday,
February 24, 2007, Courtyard Marriott,
San Diego, CA
Atlantic Coast Sectional Seminar: Saturday, March 10, 2007, Atlanta, Airport, GA
(Hotel: TBA)
Gulf-Inland Sectional Seminar: Sunday
March 11, New Orleans, LA (Hotel: TBA)
Nominations Committee/Greg: '07 Sectional
& Chairman's Election - Elections are to be
held this spring. Don Raffo has stepped up
to stand for election as Chairman-elect.

• Ethics Committee/Greg. - No issues/no report.
• Insurance MC Fund Report/ John commented about changes in business have
meant a request for a decrease in
premiums, and the MCF concurred. Ed
reported that the liability policy was
rennewed and has come in slightly less
expensive. Next MCF meeting is in
December in San Diego.
• By Laws Committee Report/MCA Policies &
Procedures: /Ed - Reviewed compilation of
secretary & Assistant Secretary's Duties.
The list was added to and accepted.
• Secretary's Report/Ed reviewed the general
budget process and displayed a model
budget for 2007. After discussion, the idea
of a Research & Development Line Item
was proposed and thought an excellent idea
as part of a request from MGHCP for
2007..
• Old Business
• "Life Members" changes to ByLaws: election
mandate/Ed - ballot will go out after both pro
& con arguments are prepared and edited.
• ACGIH's TLV for diesel vapor/Ed: No report or
movement from ACGIH on splitting vapor and
mist TLVs.
• Documentation for H2S's TLV/Ed - not yet- no
action from ACGIH either on changing TLV of
H2S from 10ppm to 1 ppm.
• Scholarship Award Program for '07 Schedule:
Awards/Ed reviewed 206 awards and pointed
out that 2007 cannot hold as much for grantees
since 2006 was "double-award" year. (Since
there were no applicants in 2005, 2006 and
2005's contribution were rolled into 2006's.)
• OSHA's Subpart F - General Conditions especially LO/TO - Progress? OSHA reports this is
still "in-the-works": significant delays have
been experienced with this standard and are
expected to continue.
• ChemCert Program: MCQB, MFSAC, MGHCP
NFPA & MCA: - A discussion of the budgetary
future and possibilities of the program was
made.
• New Business
• MCA's '07 Annual Seminar: Charleston, SC,
mid-July, 2007 Technical & Social Program
Review, July/Ed & Les
• Responsibilities of Sec/Treasurer and Asst to
Sec/Treasurer being added to the rules.
• NFPA 306 MCA Representative Oct.14
Meeting Report/John, Les. Ed, Frank
Monaghan A list of issues discussed by the
MCA NFPA 306 Subcommittee was re-

viewed quickly. Resolving the isue of CHT
"toxicity" inspections seemed to be the most
difficult item.
• Next Meeting: Sunday, February 25, 2006,
Marriott Courtyard, 2435 Jefferson Street,
San Diego, CA, 800/255-3544 and 619/2608500
• Adjournment – Time: 14:08
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