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1. Welcome
Welcome to the Marine Chemist Qualification Board (MCQB or Board). The MCQB is
one of three advisory committees providing guidance for NFPA (National Fire Protection
Association) activity in the area of flammable liquids, gases and marine field service.
Through the MCQB the Association administers the NFPA Certificated Marine Chemist
Program. Your participation as a member of the Marine Chemist Qualification Board
assists the NFPA in the fulfillment of its mission.
The Board is primarily responsible for certificating marine chemists. The MCQB
exercises oversight authority to ensure NFPA Certificated Marine Chemists perform
activities related to inspection and certification procedures described in the Standard
for the Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels, NFPA 306. The MCQB functions separately
and independently of the Marine Chemist Association, Inc.1
The activities of the Marine Chemist Qualification Board provide credibility to the NFPA
Certificated Marine Chemist Program. We hope that you find this orientation manual a
useful guide toward the execution of your duties as a member of the MCQB.

2. Who is the NFPA?
The National Fire Protection Association was established in 1896. The Association is an
independent, voluntary‐membership, nonprofit (tax‐exempt) organization.
Incorporated in 1930 under the laws of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, NFPA’s
mission is to reduce the worldwide burden of fire and other hazards on the quality of
life by providing and advocating scientifically based consensus codes and standards,
research, training and education. NFPA’s headquarters is located in Quincy, MA, USA. A
board of directors has general charge of the affairs of the Association.
Membership in NFPA is open to anyone interested in fire‐loss reduction and life safety.
NFPA's membership includes more than 150 national and regional societies and
associations and more than 80,000 individuals, corporations, and organizations.
Among its many functions, the NFPA is the recognized organization responsible for
training, certification and recertification of marine chemists. In addition the NFPA
established the Marine Chemist Qualification Board as the oversight body of all NFPA
Certificated Marine Chemists and registered Marine Chemist Trainees.

3. History of the Marine Chemist
The United States Coast Guard and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
require that a certificate issued by a NFPA Marine Chemist be obtained before hot work
1

The Marine Chemist Association, Inc. (or MCA) is an independent professional organization
composed of marine chemists that are certificated by the NFPA. MCA members and marine
chemists participate on NFPA committees including the MCQB, however, the MCA is not an
administrative or advisory committee of the NFPA.
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or fire producing operations can be carried out in certain spaces aboard a marine vessel.
The appropriate U.S. Coast Guard Regulations are contained in 46 CFR 35.01‐1(c) (1),
71.60‐1(c) (1), 91.50‐1(c) (1), 115.710 (b) (1), 125.160 (c) (1), 167.30‐10(c) (1), 176.710
(b) (1), and 189.50‐1(c) (1). The appropriate OSHA regulations are contained in 29 CFR
1915.14.
In complying with both the U.S. Coast Guard and OSHA regulations, the NFPA Marine
Chemist applies the requirements contained in NFPA 306, Standard for the Control of
Gas Hazards on Vessels. The standard describes the conditions that must exist aboard a
marine vessel. A survey by the NFPA Certificated Marine Chemist ensures that these
conditions are satisfied.
In addition, a marine chemist, by virtue of his or her training and continuous
professional upgrading through the Certification Program administered by the Marine
Chemist Qualification Board, is able to perform similar evaluations in workplaces other
than marine vessels where an unsafe environment exists for workers or hot work is
contemplated on a system that might contain residues of a flammable or combustible
product. Such latter work, if other than shipyard or related employment, is outside the
scope of NFPA 306, The Control of Gas Hazards on Marine Vessels.
But how did it all begin?
In the United States, combustible or flammable liquids have been transported on
marine vessels since we became a nation. Throughout our history, our shipping
industry has experienced its share of accidents related to the transportation of
such cargoes.
In the early 1900’s U. S. merchant ships transported large quantities of
combustibles and flammables in bulk. Marine industry observers were
concerned that too many fires and explosions occurred in shipyards during the
repair of vessels that had carried such potentially hazardous cargoes. In fact,
there were many more accidents than in comparable land‐based industries such
as oil refining. Something had to be done.
To address the problem of explosions and fires during vessel repair and
construction the private sector initiated an ambitious and imaginative program.
At that time, the NFPA was the preeminent body concerned with safety from fire
and explosion and it generated all the fire safety standards which the insurance
industry employed in its business. Because the NFPA had existing
recommendations for fire safety on marine vessels, the Association was asked to
develop similar recommendations that could be applied to ship repair yards.
In 1922 the Appendix A of the Regulations Governing Marine Fire Hazards was
published. The American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) certificated the first 25
Marine Chemists (or Gas Chemists) to enforce these requirements.
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In 1947 the requirements in Appendix A were completely revised by a joint
committee of the ABS and NFPA. This revision produced the first edition of NFPA
306, Standard for the control of Gas Hazards on Vessels.
In those early years, the profession took on some of the appearances of a guild.
Senior Certificated Marine Chemists "sponsored" a beginner's entrance into the
profession. A senior chemist assumed the role of tutor. Skills were passed from
one generation to another, as the experienced marine chemist taught the
novice. These means and methods for qualification were adequate but, by
today's measure, fairly rudimentary and informal.
Over time, it became increasingly evident that, as the nature of the marine
chemist profession became more sophisticated and demanding, changes had to
be made in the industry's approach to qualification and certification. The
technical complexities of cargoes, static electricity current, tank coatings, and
construction began to challenge the marine chemist in previously unknown
ways.
About 1959, several explosions aboard ships led the United States Coast Guard
and the Department of Labor to raise serious questions about shipyard fire
safety. The Coast Guard, in fact, advised the shipping industry that it must
strengthen its efforts to certificate and supervise marine chemists.
Just as the industry had, through private sector initiative, created the Marine
Chemist Program and the standard safety requirements, it undertook a renewed
campaign to expand the Program. It recognized the need to include a more
formalized procedure for certificating marine chemists and also for making
technical field service support available to practicing marine chemists.
Representatives of the ship owners and operators proposed that ABS strengthen
its administration of the certificating process, provide closer supervision of
marine chemists in the field, and improve the level of training and support the
chemists received.
ABS declined because marine chemist certification had always been slightly
outside its area of concentration and because it seemed likely that an expanded
program might significantly increase the Bureau's legal liability.
Former NFPA President (1969‐1979) and champion of the Marine Chemist
Program, Mr. Charles Morgan said, "The industry and underwriters were then
faced with a dilemma: either risk increased government regulations and
takeover by Uncle Sam, of all it had so carefully built over the years, or find
another body having sufficient independence, integrity, and recognition to pick
up the work from the Bureau. It had to be an organization that would be
acceptable to all, including the government. It seemed there weren't many
organizations around that could fill the bill...indeed only the NFPA appeared to
have the requisite credentials."
The industry organizations that asked NFPA to take over the Program included:
• American Bureau of Shipping
• American Hull Insurance Syndicate
• American Institute of Merchant Shipping (presently the U.S. Chamber of
Shipping)
• American Petroleum Institute
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•
•
•
•

American Waterways Operators
Hull and Cargo Surveyors
Marine Chemist Association
Shipbuilders Council of America

Incidentally, these same eight industry organizations now comprise the
membership of the NFPA Marine Field Service Advisory Committee that assists
and advises the President of the NFPA in the administration of the NFPA Marine
Field Service.
Mr. Morgan continues, "To me it seemed eminently appropriate for NFPA to
take on the added chores. We were still active in the development of several
marine standards and enjoyed the confidence of the Coast Guard. We were still,
after more than thirty years of continuous committee activity, developing and
revising the "Standard for Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels" (NFPA 306). We
had considerable experience in the administration of projects employing
specialist personnel to support and assist public safety authorities.
"Marine chemists, though not themselves public officials, stood in place of public
officials who would surely be forced upon us all if the chemists weren't there and
functioning well. Moreover, the ultimate objectives were entirely consistent with
those of the Association. We should be helpfully involved in any endeavor
directed toward the preservation of life and property from fire and explosion."

4. History of the Marine Field Service
In 1963, NFPA agreed to assume full responsibility for marine chemist training
and certification. To accomplish this mission the Marine Field Service Program
was established.
This project was concerned with the broad aspects of marine fire protection
primarily focused on the problems associated with fire, explosion and related
hazards involved in the repair of vessels that have carried petroleum or
chemicals in bulk.
A qualified specialist was devoted to full‐time attention of these matters,
coordinating all NFPA activity in marine fire protection and administering the
program of certificating marine chemists. The Marine Field Specialist worked
closely with industry and governmental agencies directly concerned with such
matters and provided services to NFPA Certificated Marine Chemists across the
United States.
The original purpose of the Marine Field Service is the foundation of the Program
today. That is to help marine chemists and the industry work more closely
together and to furnish information on technological developments that will
further increase the value of the services that NFPA Certificated Marine Chemists
provide.
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MARINE CHEMIST PROFESSION – SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES
World War I

Organization of NFPA Marine Committee

1922

"Regulations," including Appendix A published.
First Marine Chemists certificated by ABS.

1947

Appendix A completely revised and issued as NFPA 306

1959

Department of Labor and the U.S. Coast Guard express
concern about shipyard safety.

1960

The American Bureau of shipping declines proposed
increased administrative role.

1963

NFPA assumes responsibility for certificating Marine
Chemist... establishing the Marine Field Service Program.
Marine Gas Hazards Control Fund established.

1970

OSHA Act including Safety Standards for Shipyard
Employment enacted, 29 CFR 1915.

1975

Marine Chemist Qualification Board reorganized and given
more authority.

1978

Rules for Certification and Recertification of Marine
Chemists are revised.

1979

Marine Gas Hazards Control Program, Incorporated, is
established, replacing the Marine Gas Hazards Control
Fund of 1963.

1982

Marine Chemist Training Curriculum published

1988

NFPA 306 completely revised

1991

MC Training Curriculum revised

1994

OSHA revises to 29 CFR 1915, Subparts A and B

2011

NFPA introduces the Electronic Marine Chemist’s
Certificate (EMCC)Latest Edition

5. History of Marine Chemist Qualification Board
Regulations for the Organization and Function of the Marine Chemist Qualification
Board were adopted by the NFPA in April 1967. A Board of 3 to 5 members appointed
by the NFPA Board of Directors was established to advise the Association on the
required professional qualification for the certification of marine chemists and on
matters pertaining to the issuance, renewal, suspension, cancellation and form of such
certificates.
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Until 1975, NFPA staff members certified and recertified marine chemists. That year, the
Program was restructured to transfer responsibility for certification and recertification
over to a new five member Marine Chemist Qualification Board. Members representing
marine chemists, tank vessel operators, shipyards, and insurers were appointed by the
Board of Directors of NFPA.
Another significant event occurred in 1975 which prompted changes to the procedures
pertaining to the professional requirements of Marine Chemists. On 13 November 1975
the tank barge B‐924 sustained an explosion and fire during welding repair work. The
incident resulted in four deaths, injuries to two other persons and property damage in
excess of $288,000.00.
The U. S. Coast Guard investigated the incident and made several recommendations
that are found in the current Rules for the Certification and Recertification of Marine
Chemists. A copy of the USCG Marine Casualty Report 16732/63662 is provided in
Appendix C of this manual.

6. Scope and Purpose of the MCQB
The MCQB is responsible for:
• Establishing the Rules for the Certification and Recertification of Marine
Chemists, that shall be adopted by the NFPA Board of Directors.
• Acting on applications for certification and recertification as a Marine Chemist;
and applications for registration as a Marine Chemist Trainee.
• Acting to suspend, cancel or revoke a certificate in accordance with the Rules.
• Renewing certificates based upon satisfactory compliance with the requirements
of the Rules and the Marine Chemist Qualification Board.

7. NFPA Organizational Relationships with MCQB
The relationship of the MCQB, NFPA and elements of the Marine Field Service Program
are shown in the diagram on the next page.
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Notes on the above diagram
NFPA Board of Directors ‐ The Board of Directors of the NFPA is responsible for
the establishment, appointment, administration, and termination of the
technical committees that develop the fire protection standards promulgated by
NFPA.
The Marine Field Service Advisory Committee ‐ The Marine Field Service Advisory
Committee is appointed by the NFPA Board of Directors to advise and assist the
president of the Association in the administration of the Marine Field Service and to
facilitate communication among the sponsoring elements of the maritime industry and
the management of NFPA.
The Committee consults with the president in the selection and appointment of staff
personnel assigned to the Marine Field Service. It reviews and approves the Marine
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Field Service's annual budget. It also advises the president on budget administration,
and receives periodic budget reports from NFPA.
The members of the Marine Field Service Advisory Committee come from maritime
industry associations. The Committee includes representatives from:
• American Bureau of Shipping
• American Hull Insurance Syndicate
• U. S. Chamber of Shipping
• American Petroleum Institute
• American Waterways Operators
• Hull and Cargo Surveyors
• Marine Chemist Association
• Shipbuilders Council of America
The Marine Field Service Specialist – The MFS Specialist is a full‐time employee of the
NFPA responsible for implementing the Marine Field Service Program. The Marine Field
Service staff maintains close contact with related NFPA groups, the marine industry,
government agencies, the MCA, and practicing marine chemists. In addition, a Marine
Field Service Specialist:
• Acts as Staff Liaison for the Technical Committee on Gas Hazards and
Committees that deal with other marine fire protection standards
• Acts as Executive Secretary for the Marine Chemist Qualification Board and
Marine Field Service Advisory Committee and provides staff support as needed
• Obtains and forwards information on problems that might develop
• Receives and processes monthly reports from marine chemists
• Periodically visits all marine chemists
• Maintains information on marine chemist trainees and applicants
• Ensures that each marine chemist has an adequate supply of Marine Chemist
Certificates
• Helps the MCA Education Committee conduct training seminars and workshops,
as requested
• Conducts shipyard competent person training
• Maintains a record of all NFPA Certificated Marine Chemists
• Supervises instruction of marine chemist candidates and administer examination
for the Marine Chemist Training Curriculum
Marine Gas Hazards Control Program ‐ The Marine Gas Hazards Control Program
is an independent, non‐profit corporation whose members come from industry
trade organizations. The primary function of this group is to administer funds
that come from surcharges collected by the marine chemist for each survey
conducted.
The surcharges are collected by the marine chemist from those shipyard
operators or owners who directly use their services. The marine chemist then
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sends, on a quarterly basis, the total surcharge amount collected to the Marine
Gas Hazards Control Program.

8. Appointment to the MCQB and Term of Office
Voting Members of the Marine Chemist Qualification Board are appointed by the NFPA
Board of Directors and currently include a representative of
• Marine Chemist Association
• Tank vessel operators
• Shipyard operators
• Marine insurance industry
• A practicing NFPA Certificated Marine Chemist
Membership on the Board is available to representatives of the Coast Guard, the Navy,
and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), on a voting or non‐
voting status, as each agency chooses (currently each is serving in a non‐voting status).
Representatives of those government agencies are nominated by the agencies and serve
subject to the approval of the NFPA Board of Directors.
The Board’s Chairman shall be appointed by the NFPA Board of Directors from among
the members of the Marine Chemist Qualification Board.
Non government agency Members serve a term of three years, and may serve no more
than two consecutive terms.
Government agency Members serve at the discretion of their respective agencies with
no specified term limits.
Each Member, whether voting or non‐voting, may have an Alternate appointed by the
Board of Directors. The Alternate to either the Marine Chemist Association or the
Member representing practicing marine chemists, may serve in the place of the
Member representing each group for a full meeting if the Member from either group is
not available for that meeting.
The term of office of Members of the Board may be terminated at the discretion of the
Board of Directors.
Upon appointment to the MCQB each Member shall receive:
• MCQB Orientation Manual (updated as revised)
• NFPA Marine Chemist Directory (updated as new editions are published
annually)
• NFPA 306, Standard for the Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels (updated as new
revisions are published)

9

MCQB Orientation Manual Rev. 03 – February 2012
•

JDE Vendor Address Book Maintenance Form (NFPA form required for
reimbursement of MCQB member travel expenses.)

9. MCQB Balloting Requirements
It is necessary to document action taken by the Board. For this reason many of the
actions the MCQB executes require a paper ballot. The Regulations specifically require
that action on applications for certification shall be by written ballot of the Board.
Each voting Member of the Board including the Chair shall have one vote in the affairs
of the MCQB. The vote of an Alternate shall be counted only when the Principal
Member does not exercise his or her voting privileges. An Alternate shall not be
privileged to cast more than one vote on any subject regardless of the number of
Principal Members to whom he or she serves as alternate.
If a Member of the Board votes against certification of an applicant or fails to return a
written ballot within 30 days, the application of that applicant shall be held for review
and discussion at the next meeting of the Board.

10. MCQB Meetings
The MCQB will conduct meetings at various times and locations in order to conduct its
business. Meeting announcements will be made as soon as possible to facilitate Board
member travel planning.
Typically the Board meets three times each year. At least one of these meetings is held
in conjunction with the Marine Chemist Association Annual Meeting and Technical
Seminar (usually in July).
The Board may meet more frequently than three times in order to conduct business in
accordance with the Rules (e. g. disciplinary hearings).
Certain business of the MCQB may be conducted by telephone conference call. In the
event such a meeting is planned, Board members shall be provided with dialing
instructions and other necessary information.
Roberts Rules of Order, revised, shall govern at meetings of the Board, except as may
otherwise be provided in the Regulations for the Organization and Function of the
Marine Chemist Qualification Board.
The Executive Secretary will provide an agenda and other materials necessary for the
Board to conduct its meetings.
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11. Meeting Attire
Because the MCQB frequently invites guests to its meetings Members are requested to
dress appropriately in business attire unless otherwise directed by the Chairman.

12. MCQB Travel Expense Reimbursement
The Marine Field Service will reimburse reasonable travel expenses incurred by MCQB
members who attend scheduled Board meetings.
Because of the variable fares offered, Board Members are encouraged to make travel
arrangements as far in advance as possible to qualify for reduced fares and to avoid
changes if possible.
Reimbursement for use of personal automobile for MCQB related travel is equivalent to
rate set by the U. S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS).
Meeting arrangements are typically made through NFPA’s Meeting Department. NFPA
has special rates with some hotels and will usually block a number of sleeping rooms for
Board members. Board members are requested to use NFPA blocked rooms whenever
possible.
In order to comply with NFPA accounting procedures each members of the MCQB must
complete and return to the NFPA the JDE Vendor Address Book Maintenance Form.
This form permits NFPA Purchasing Department to record information in its database to
facilitate reimbursement payments. Failure to complete the form will delay payment.
The JDE Vendor Address Book Maintenance Form is provided in Appendix A of this
manual.
To facilitate NFPA accounting procedures please submit travel expense reimbursement
requests as soon as possible but no later than 90 days following MCQB related travel.
Generally, all expenditures are expected to have an individual receipt attached
regardless of dollar amount. All expenditures above $25.00 must have an individual
receipt attached. Credit card statements alone are not acceptable receipts.
To assist you in this effort a travel expense form is provided in Appendix A of this
manual. An electronic version of this form (Excel Spreadsheet) is available upon
request. Members are not required to use this form.

13. Outside Communications
From time to time, individual Board members are asked to provide information or
answer questions related to MCQB actions, interpretations of the Rules for the
Certification and Recertification of Marine Chemists or NFPA 306, Standard for the
Control of Hazards on Vessels. It is imperative that the Marine Chemist Qualification
Board effectively express its policies and technical positions with clarity and consistency.
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Board members may where appropriate express opinions. In expressing an opinion
concerning MCQB actions, the meaning of the Rules or NFPA 306 requirements a Board
member should clearly identify the opinion is his or her personal opinion and not
necessarily that of the MCQB, NFPA or NFPA Technical Committee on Gas Hazards. If in
doubt please contact the NFPA Marine Field Service for guidance.
All calls or correspondence from the news media, an attorney or an attorney’s
assistant should be referred to the MCQB’s Counsel, Mr. Dennis Berry at
telephone: 617‐984‐7255.

13. Appendices
Appendix A ‐ Page 13
JDE Vendor Address Book Maintenance Form
(Please complete and return to NFPA Marine Field Service for processing.)

MCQB Travel Expense Reimbursement Form
(An electronic copy of this form is available upon request. Contact the NFPA Marine Field
Service.)

Appendix B – Page 15
Regulations for the Organization and Function of the Marine Chemist Qualification
Board
Appendix C – Page 18
USCG Marine Casualty Report 16732/63662, Tank Barge B‐924; Explosion and Fire on
Board at Greenville, MS on 13 November 1975 with Loss of Life
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Appendix B
National Fire Protection Association
Regulations for the Organization & Function of the Marine Chemist Qualification
Board
As amended and effective January 01, 2011
For the purpose of certificating marine chemists, the Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection
Association shall appoint a Marine Chemist Qualification Board (hereinafter called the Board). This Board
shall be organized and shall function in accordance with the regulations that follow.
Certificates are issued upon information believed to be reliable, but no other representation and no
warranty or guarantee, express or implied, is made in connection therewith. In addition, neither the
Association nor any of its officers, directors, committees, committee members, or employees assume any
responsibility for any misrepresentation, error of judgment, default or negligence of the holder of a
certificate.
I. Organization of the Board.
1.

2.

The Marine Chemist Qualification Board shall consist of five Members, appointed by the Board of
Directors of the National Fire Protection Association. The membership of the Board shall have a
representative of the following:
a.

Tank vessel operators;

b.

Shipbuilding or vessel repair industry;

c.

Marine Chemist Association, Inc;

d.

Marine insurance industry; and

e.

Practicing Marine Chemists.

Membership on the Board shall be available to the following agencies of the federal government:
a.

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG),

b.

U.S. Navy (USN), and the

c.

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) of the U.S. Department of Labor.

Such membership of agencies of the federal government shall be on a voting or nonvoting status as
the named agency shall determine. The individual representing each named government agency
shall be nominated by that agency and subject to the approval of the Board of Directors of the
National Fire Protection Association.
3.

Members of the Board shall be appointed to serve terms of up to three‐years except for the
member from the USCG, OSHA, and USN who shall serve at the discretion of the parent agency or
unless terminated by the Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection Association.

4.

Members serving three‐year terms may serve no more than two consecutive full three‐year terms.
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5.

Each member, whether voting or nonvoting, may have an alternate appointed by the Board of
Directors.
a.

The alternate to either the member representing the Marine Chemist Association or the
member representing the practicing marine chemists, may serve in the place of the member
representing either group for a full meeting if the principal member from either group is not
available for that meeting.

b. An alternate member shall have the same participation rights as a member when the
member is absent. When the member and the alternate are both present, the alternate shall
vote only if the member is unable to vote due to a conflict of interest or other reason.
6. A Chairman shall be appointed by the NFPA Board of Directors from among the members of the
Board.
II. Duties and Responsibilities of the Board
1.

2.

The Board shall advise the Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection Association on the
establishment of or amendment to the Rules for the Certification and Recertification of Marine
Chemists, (hereinafter called the Rules) which shall be adopted by the Board of Directors.
Based upon the Rules as amended and in effect, the Board shall act on applications for:
a.

Registration of a Marine Chemist Trainee,

b. Certification as a Marine Chemist, and
c.

Renewal of Certification (recertification) of a Marine Chemist.

3.

The Board may issues a certificate or deny certification to an applicant in accordance with the
Rules as amended and in effect.

4.

The Board may suspend or cancel a certificate in accordance with the Rules as amended and in
effect.

5.

Action on applications for registration, initial certification and renewal of certification, shall be
by written ballot of the Board.

6.

a.

If a member of the Board votes against registration of a candidate or initial certification or
renewal of certification of an applicant or fails to return a ballot within 30 days, the
application of that candidate or applicant shall be held for review and discussion at the next
meeting of the Board.

b.

The vote of an alternate shall be counted only when the member does not exercise his/her
voting privilege due to a conflict of interest or other reason.

c.

The Board shall recommend to the Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection
Association a suitable processing fee for processing applications for registration as a trainee,
initial certification and renewal of certification. .

"Robert’s Rules of Order Revised," shall govern at meetings of the Board, except as may
otherwise be provided in these Regulations.
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7.

The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings and a register of all applications for certification
including the application, the responses of the references, supplementary material submitted
with the application, including letter ballots, and such other information as may be deemed
necessary by the Board.

8.

The Board shall submit annually to the Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection
Association a report of its transactions of the preceding year.

III. Secretary of the Board.
1.

The President of the Association shall appoint a Secretary to the Board who shall be a member of
the Association staff.

2.

The Secretary of the Board shall:
a.

Receive applications for registration, initial certification and renewal of certification
(recertification) and the applicable processing fee,

b.

Solicit the recommendations of references,

c.

Request action on each application from the Board, and

d. Perform such other duties as may be requested by the Board or assigned by the President of
the Association.
3.

The Secretary shall record the certificate number awarded to each Certificated Marine Chemist
and the expiration date.

4.

Annually a roster of Certificated Marine Chemists shall be published by the Secretary. The roster
shall be mailed to each Certificated Marine Chemist and furnished to others on request.

IV. Appeals to the Board.
1.

Any person who shall feel aggrieved by any action of the Board in denying or suspending that
person’s certificate or any other action taken by the Board may appeal therefrom to the Board of
Directors of the National Fire Protection Association.

2.

The Procedures for Appeals to the Board of Directors from Decisions of the Marine Chemist
Qualification Board shall apply to any appeal.

V. Termination of Appointments.
The term of office of members and alternates of the Board may be terminated at the discretion of the
Board of Directors of the National Fire Protection Association.

17

MCQB Orientation Manual Rev. 03 – February 2012

Appendix C
USCG Marine Casualty Report 16732/63662, Tank Barge B‐924; Explosion and Fire on
Board at Greenville, MS on 13 November 1975 with Loss of Life
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