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AUGUST 2016
HILTON DESOTO SAVANNAH GA.
ANNUAL SEMINAR AND BUSINESS MEETING
JULY 25, 2016
The Marine Chemist Association held an Executive Board meeting and annual seminar in Savannah at
the Hilton DeSoto. A summary of the meeting and general news follows.

Our Welcome Breakfast Speaker in Typical Savannah Dress
Our annual 2016 seminar was held in Savannah with 42 chemists, three gas free engineers
and three trainees in attendance. In total the MCA had over 100 participants at the seminar.
Chemist attendance was above our average of 34 chemists based on numbers going back to
1966, in fact the last time an annual seminar exceeded 40 chemists was in 2000. While
Savannah was hot and steamy, the seminar was a success based on the many positive
comments in the evaluation forms.
This year the seminar centered on fire and explosion hazards. On Monday we changed up the
normal format. We had our welcome breakfast followed by the business meeting. Then we
allowed two hours for the insurance luncheon. Many chemists belong to the fund and they
recently updated their by-laws. Ken Mercer 577, chairman of the fund gave an overview on
the state of the fund and Wells Fargo representative, Kristen Richendifer gave a presentation
Devoted to the development and dissemination of methods for evaluating
And eliminating health, explosion, and fire hazards in marine industries.

Marine Chemist Association, Inc.
76 Farmholme Road < Stonington, CT. 06378
P (860) 599-3079 < F (860) 599-3079 < dvraff@comcast.net

on how the fund works for us. This was followed by the fund’s longtime attorney, Dale
Kingman who gave some advice on items to check on when reviewing contracts. (The
presentation is available on the website) Following this Amy Wangdahl, OSHA’s Director of
Maritime and Agriculture gave an update on current issues in the maritime area along with
an enforcement update. On Tuesday, we began our technical presentations. A wide range of
speakers including our own Philip Dovinh 667 and Greg Grondin 676 gave presentations. In
most likely a first, Jenny Moore, wife of chemist Eric Moore 626 gave a presentation on the
Basics of Fire Extinguishment. Jenny is an arson investigator for the Lake Jackson Police and
Fire Department. This was followed by presentations by Bob Kamb on Static Charge Isolation
on Vessels, Bob was the main instructor at the LNG seminar this spring in Newport. LT.
William Cotta from the USCG gave a presentation on Fire Safety Design and Mitigation on
LNG Vessels, William Lawrence, at FM Global oversees intrinsically safe testing and gave a
presentation on hazardous location classifications and what it means for an instrument to be
classified as intrinsically safe or explosion proof. Finally, on Wednesday morning
presentations were given by Larry Russell and Guy Colonna on Fire, Explosions and
Consequences along with Explosions and Deflagrations. This ended the technical session. All
presentations are posted on our website.
During the welcome breakfast we had a speaker from the Savannah Coastal Heritage Society
give a presentation on the history of Savannah. Speaker Ray Christie was very entertaining
and held the attention of everyone. The MCA thanks the Society for providing a great
speaker along with their help on advising the MCA on things to do while in the city.
During breakfast two individuals were recognized for their outstanding service to the MCA.
The first was Robert Clinton, a longtime member of the Marine Gas Hazards Control Program
and Fund. Bob retired this year after many years of service in the maritime industry ranging
from captain to safety director. We wish him well in his retirement.
The second individual is well known to us all; Les Blaize our assistant secretary was also
recognized. Les has been involved with the MCA for many years. He served on the executive
board and then as chairman. He worked with Ed Willwerth as his assistant secretary and still
serves as the assistant secretary. He is on the 306 technical committee representing the MCA
as a principal and also on the insurance committee. It goes without saying that his service to
us and the industry has been exceptional. While doing all of this, his main function takes
place during the annual seminars where he takes on the heavy responsibility of ensuring that
the social activities for your wives, spouses and significant others go smoothly and are
entertaining. Everyone knows that if your spouse is not happy, then you are not happy.
Finally, Les is also in charge of the wrist charms for the ladies. He searches out charms that
are of significance to the locations of the seminars, orders and installs them for all. He does
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this with his usual “charm”. Many thanks to Les and his wife Barbara for their outstanding
service to the MCA. It is an award well deserved.

For Once Les is Speechless
Les Blaize Receiving his Award (Before and After Pictures)
While the chemists were attending our technical sessions, families and spouses took a tour
of Savannah and had lunch at the Pirates House. Many spouses commented on the good
quality of the food.
Registration was held on Sunday night in the hospitality suite of the hotel. The suite had
several balconies which gave everyone a great view of the city. The same location was the
site of the Chairman’s reception held on Monday evening. The event was well attended with
an overflow crowd spilling out into the hall. Since the hotel was in the early stages of
remodeling the rooms we had the entire floor to ourselves. Thanks go out to Stephen
Gronda CMC 659 and John Ward CMC 651 from the Atlantic section for their work in
provisioning the suite.
This year our annual event was held at Vic’s Restaurant at the waterfront. The location along
the Savannah River provided everyone with an opportunity to go out on the balconies and
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see the containerships passing so close you could almost touch them. The meal was great
and the event was followed by a ghost tour around Savannah.

Loading Up to Start the Ghost Tour

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
The MCA Executive Board met on Sunday, July 24th. The general topics discussed are outlined
as follows;
NFPA Report
Two new chemists were approved at the prior MCQB meeting, G. Hanson CMC 726 and A.
Montanti CMC 727. New applicants will go before the board on July 28th for initial
certification. To date nine chemists have re-certified this year. Two new trainees have
registered in the program. NFPA has responded to nine inquiries about the Marine Chemist
program this year. Currently there are 44 chemists who have LNG endorsement. Certificate
numbers are on par with the past year with 24,430 certificates issued to date. 14,739 are ecerts. Currently there are 93 chemists. Of note, last year certificate numbers were down by
about 2000 from the previous year.
There have been seven reported incidents; none are a result of chemist error. Two incidents
had no chemist certificate, a second one involved workers entering confined spaces and
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conducting hot work with no ventilation or certification. Both cases lead to CO exposure to
tank entrants.
Guy Colonna has moved within NFPA to VP in charge of industry sectors. Lisa Hartman has
taken over from Guy as VP and attended this year’s seminar. She will be working with Larry
to better understand and support the MCA. Please welcome Lisa into the group.
MGHCP
Karen Hasse from API, a longtime member of the Marine Gas Hazards Control Program/Fund has retired.
Suzanne Lemieux, also from API has replaced her and attended the Savannah seminar.
MCQB

The MCQB board will meet on Wednesday, July 27th with a primary mission to review
applicants.
New Chemists
Congratulations to The following new chemists who were approved by the MCQB during its July
meeting.
Lucas Kuebler CMC 728 from Houston, TX who will work with John Bell’s group (CMC 585) and Garet
Clemons CMC 729 from New Orleans who will work with Chris Scott’s group (CMC 621). Welcome them
into the Association. This brings the number of certified chemists up to 95.
NFPA 350 Committee Seeking a MCA Representative
The Executive committee is seeking a volunteer to serve as the MCA representative on the NFPA 350
committee on the safe entry to land tanks under the general heading of 1910 requirements. Contact
Robbie Walker if you are Interested in the position.
NFPA 306
NFPA 306 has closed for comment and 148 proposals have been submitted. In early November the NFPA
306 Technical Committee will meet and review the proposals. Once that action is complete, the voting
decisions will be released and available for comment. (You may only comment on the decisions, not on
any new items) The Committee will then meet again and conduct final voting on any comments. The
initial voting will be available in time for our sectional seminars in 2017 and we will spend a significant
amount of time reviewing these changes at that time.
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Chemist John Edgar Discussing Sea Stories with Adam LaRue and Trainees
Lifetime Achievement Endorsement
At the annual business meeting Frank Monaghan CMC 656 was elected as a life member. In accordance
with the MCA by-laws a Chemist must be retired and have provided exceptional service to the MCA and
the industry. Frank met and exceeded both of these requirements. He was nominated by the Pacific
section, endorsed by the executive committee and approved at our annual 2016 business meeting.
Frank served on the MCA board and was a CMC, CIH and a Navy Gas Free Engineer. He served on the
306 technical committee for many years. Countless competent persons were trained by Frank and he
was active in the maritime community. Frank made his own wine and everyone looked forward to trying
his selection of wines at the annual seminars. The MCA congratulates Frank on this special honor and
looks forward to seeing him at future seminars.
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Amy Wangdahl, OSHA’s Director of Maritime Standards Explaining the Details of Maritime Standards
to her Children while her Husband Looks On
Scholarship
The Edward Willwerth Memorial Scholarship awarded grants to six applicants. (At the budget meeting
the MCA requested $15,000 for scholarships from the MGHCP and it was dispersed to the following
applicants)
Ashlee Dean, daughter of Robert Dean CMC 687
Angeline Dovinh, daughter of Philip Dovinh CMC 667
Benjamin Dovinh, son of Philip Dovinh CMC 667
Benjamin Gadbois, son of Greg Gadbois CMC 718 and grandson of John Flynn CMC 623
Tracy Jonassen, granddaughter of George Blair CMC 637
Sarah Jones, granddaughter of Alan Bonds CMC 680
Katelyn Rioux, granddaughter of Ed Willwerth
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Modeling the 2017
Chemist Gift

306 and the FLCC Endorsement
The MCA offered a LNG course in Newport RI. on March 20th at the MSRC Center. Twenty chemists, one
trainee and two members of NFPA attended. A letter was sent to the MCQB requesting that the
individuals who attended the course receive credit to be applied to either obtaining initial certification
for the LNG endorsement or credit for re-certification requirements. During its July meeting the board
accepted and approved the course. All CMC attendees can now use the course as credit. Contact Larry
Russell for any questions or to obtain information on initial certification.
The following is a summary of the rules change to obtain the endorsement:
Effective 01 December 2014 the NFPA Board of Directors approved the recommendation of the Marine
Chemist Qualification Board to revise the Rules for the Certification and Recertification of Marine
Chemists (Rules).
The affected Section of the amended Rules is: Section V. Qualifications -- Endorsements.
Under Subpart A of that Section the requirements for obtaining the special endorsement for flammable
cryogenic liquid carriers (FCLC) were revised in Paragraph 1 (b), (d) and (e).
The revised Rules now make a generic reference to the type of material (a flammable cryogenic liquid)
that is covered under the special endorsement requirements. The term, “hold space” was changed to
“interstitial space”.
Also in Subpart A of that Section in Paragraph 2 (a), (b) and (c) the requirements for training to obtain
the special endorsement were changed to specify the type of training required.
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Subparagraph (b) allows marine chemists to attend as many as thirty (30) U. S. Coast Guard approved
training classes offered by merchant marine academies, merchant mariner union schools and other
facilities that utilize LNG transfer simulators.
Subparagraph (c) allows the MCQB to consider other appropriate LNG fuel system or LNG cargo system
training.
Similarly, Subpart B of Section V of the Rules (requirements for the renewal of the special endorsement)
were changed to specify the type of training required in Paragraph 1 (a), (b), (c) and (d)
The MCQB has established a minimum criteria for LNG training courses based upon the previously
accepted LNG familiarization course designed by the Maritime Institute of technology and Graduate
Studies (MITAGS) for the Marine Chemist Association (MCA) and will use that as a reference when
considering other flammable cryogenic liquid familiarization training courses as permitted in §V.A.1.c
and §V.B.1.c.
Currently, NFPA 306 permits chemists to conduct inspections using LNG as fuel, but not on vessels
carrying LNG as cargo. There are several proposals submitted to the 306 Technical Committee which
could change this and require the LNG endorsement for any chemist certifying vessels using LNG as fuel
or carrying LNG as cargo. If this passes, a chemist will need the LNG endorsement in order to certify any
work on these vessels. The MCQB is looking into making LNG training/certification a mandatory part of
the training for new chemists. If this potential requirement becomes part of initial training the
endorsement will eventually go away as one day in the future all chemists will have the endorsement.
Credit Card Acceptance
The MCA is now able to take credit cards. While we will not be able to do on-line charging for seminars,
you can either call in a credit card or use one on site to pay for an item. (A surcharge to cover
transaction fees will be charged)
Website
The MCA website www.marinechemist.org is the primary method used to disseminate information and
a central spot for clients to look for you. Please periodically review the website to ensure that your
information remains accurate and up to date. This is especially important if you have changed jobs,
phone numbers, email addresses or street addresses. Seminar attendance for the last five years is also
posted on the site along with seminar presentations and relevant news. All communications and billing
comes from your email address on the site. Please contact Don Raffo if any information needs to be
corrected. Suggestions for improvement are always welcome.
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Our Chairman Elect with a Special Birthday Cake

Marine Chemist Clothing and Lands’ End
The MCA has established a website with Lands’ End where you can go to their site and purchase any
item of clothing they offer and have a choice of MCA logo’s embroidered on it. The clothing is of high
quality and they offer a wide selection from shirts to messenger bags, jackets, mugs, pants etc.
To get to the site enter:
http://ocs.landsend.com/cd/frontdoor?store_name=MARINE_CHEMIST_ASSOCIATION&store_type=3
Once you pick an item you can select from several different logos and the location of application. Many
of the items are given as gifts during seminars.
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Chemists and Families Enjoying the Outdoors During our Dinner at Vic’s

2017 Sectional Seminars
In a change this year, there will be two sectional seminars. One, a combined Atlantic and Gulf seminar
will he be held in Orlando, FL. The Pacific seminar will be in Maui, HI. A registration form with detailed
information is posted on the website.
Atlantic
Orlando World Center Marriott,
8701 World Center Drive.
March 4, 2017.
Pacific
Kannapali Hotel,
2525 Ka'anapali Beach Hotel
Lahaina, HI 96761 (Maui)
March 25, 2017
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2017 Annual Seminar
The location of the 59th annual seminar will be in Albuquerque NM. at the Hotel Albuquerque. The hotel
is currently building another hotel on its property, the Hotel Chaco which is scheduled for completion in
May of 2017. The current plan is to have the seminar at the Hotel Chaco and if that falls behind schedule
it will be held at the Hotel Albuquerque. The location is a short walk to the Old Town Albuquerque
shopping area. Details are currently being finalized.
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The Officers of the MCA
a. Officers
i. Robbie Walker, Chairman, Term expires 8/17
ii. Philip Dovinh, Past Chairman, Term expires 8/17
iii. Brian Axelrad, Chariman Elect, Term begins 8/17
iv. Donald Raffo, Secretary/Treasurer
v. Les Blaize, Asst. Secretary
b. Representatives
i. John Ward, Atlantic, Term expires 4/17
ii. Stephen Gronda, Atlantic, Term expires 4/18
iii. Robert Simpson, Pacific, Term expires 4/17
iv. Greg Gadbois, Pacific, Term expires 4/18
v. Gary Snell, Gulf, Term expires 4/17
vi. John Lee Bell, Gulf, Term expires 4/18
Credit for all photos goes to my wife, Ann Baldelli.
Respectfully submitted
Don Raffo
Secretary/Treasurer MCA
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