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April 2016
The Marine Chemist Association held an Executive Board meeting at the MGM Grand Signature Hotel in
Las Vegas on February 28, 2016. A summary of the meeting and general news follows.

NFPA® 306
Standard for the Control of Gas Hazards on Vessels
2014 Edition
is now open for comment.

Sectional Seminars
Sectional seminars were held in Las Vegas, Houston and Providence along with a LNG
seminar held at the Marine Resource Center in Middletown, RI. All of the seminars were well
attended with 16 chemists attending the Pacific sectional, 12 for the Gulf and 17 attending
the Atlantic seminar. The LNG seminar held in conjunction with the Atlantic seminar had 23
chemists in attendance.
The seminars concentrated on discussions of NFPA 306 which is currently open for comment.
Instructions on how to comment was provided along with a review of some of the comments
currently under submission.
Philip Dovinh 667 provided an overview of common wording instructions used by chemists
found under the different sections of the EMCC certificate. Included in this was some phrases
which should probably not be used. This presentation was well received by those in
attendance.
Chairman Robbie Walker 645 presented an evaluation summary of the past years seminars.
The presentation indicated that the seminars continue to be useful to the chemists. As in the
past, all presentations at this year’s seminars were evaluated by those in attendance. Brian
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Axelrad 691, Chairman-elect has taken over Robbie’s duties in reviewing the seminar
evaluations. The MCA Executive Board strives to make the seminars informative and
worthwhile.
NFPA Report
NFPA 350, Guide for Confined Space Entry & Work, has been published. It is primarily for
general industry and construction industry confined space entry but has content that is
applicable to shipyards. NFPA is currently developing a training program for the standard.
Robbie Walker 645 and Jim Bruff 671 will be working with NFPA to help to deliver the
training course to NFPA customers. The standard is available for viewing and/or purchase on
the NFPA website. NFPA is considering setting up a program for land based certificates
similar to our EMCC program. This could open up the possibility of using these certificates on
tanks which fall outside the scope of NFPA 306.
Revised modules 1-9 and are available on the web portal page that NFPA maintains for
Marine Chemists. The first drafts of Modules 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18 will be presented to
MCQB for review soon.
The ship-rider program for trainees is still available when a vessel spot opens up and
continues to be a worthwhile experience for trainees.
SCP courses provided by NFPA have been slow, there are two lined up but it is expected that
the number of courses will not reach past levels as one of the larger customers, ABS has gone
to computer based training for SCP’s. These courses had several benefits to the MCA. First of
all they provided a conduit to increase the knowledge on the relationship between the
Marine Chemist and the SCP to industry, potentially increasing safety. Secondly, it provides
an indirect revenue stream to the Marine Gas Hazard Control Program and eventually to the
MCA.
Larry reviewed the survey results from EMCC questioner sent to all chemists which was
presented at the seminars. There was a general discussion with the MGHCF on updating the
EMCC program but no direction has been given yet. The Apple computers are aging and will
be replaced on an as needed basis. Larry stressed that all chemists need to back up
information on their computers to the Cloud or to an external hard drive. Any information on
the computer may not be able to be saved or recovered if the computer is sent back to NFPA
for repair or replacement.
Larry has been reappointed to Chemical Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC) by the
USCG. The committee is developing recommendations for the Coast Guard concerning
construction of LNG fuel systems and operations involving the LNG fuel system.
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MCQB

The board is reviewing some occurrences and contacting chemists as necessary. The latest
meeting of the board was in Houston after the sectional seminar. Three trainees were
interviewed. Congratulations to Jeff Hanson CMC 726 and Austin Montanti CMC 727 our
newest chemists.
306 and the FLCC Endorsement
Currently, only those chemist’s doing work on LNG as cargo vessels are required to have the
endorsement. However, there are multiple proposals in for the next edition of 306 which would require
that the endorsement be expanded to vessels carrying LNG as fuel. If this passes, you would need the
endorsement to do any work on these vessels. Currently, about 42 chemists have the endorsement. At
the LNG seminar in Providence an additional 14 chemists and one trainee attended which would bring
the number with the endorsement up to 56 (if they take and pass the open book exam). This would
increase the number of chemists with the endorsement to about 60%. The MCA is not expected to have
another LNG course for several years. If you were not able to attend the past seminars on LNG you have
the option of attending an outside course approved by the MCQB on your own, presenting evidence of
attendance to them and taking the test to get the endorsement.
NFPA 306
NFPA 306 is now open for comment. There is a new method to submit proposals for the standard.
Directions to comment are located on our website. While the process is new, once you work through
one proposal it becomes easy. Now is the time to submit proposals on any issue you have with the
standard. It will remain open for comment until June 29, 2016. Remember, it is our standard and your
comments will only make it better. Your representatives on the 306 technical committee are;
Greg Grondin 670, principal, Jim Bruff 671 alternate
Les Blaize 586, principal, John Bell 585 alternate
Additionally, Bob Albert 690 representing the Navy and Don Raffo 668 representing General Dynamics
are also on the board. This is your standard, please take the time to think and comment on it.
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Credit Card Acceptance
The MCA is now able to take credit cards. While we will not be able to do on-line charging for seminars,
you can either call in a credit card or use one on site to pay for an item.
Sectional Representatives
During the sectional seminars, a new representative from each section was elected to the board. The new
members are;
Pacific – Greg Gadbois 718
Gulf – John L. Bell 710
Atlantic – Stephen Gronda 659
Welcome to the new board members. Also alternates from each section were elected to the board. These
individuals can officially attend board meetings and vote for each section in the absence of the principal.
Your Executive Board is;
a. Officers
i. Robbie Walker, Chairman, Term expires 8/17
ii. Philip Dovinh, Past Chairman, Term expires 8/17
iii. Brian Axelrad, Chariman Elect, Term expires 8/17
iv. Donald Raffo, Secretary/Treasurer
v. Les Blaize, Asst. Secretary (non-voting)
b. Representatives
i. John Ward, Atlantic, Term expires 4/17
ii. Stephen Gronda, Atlantic, Term expires 4/18
iii. Robert Simpson, Pacific, Term expires 4/17
iv. Greg Gadbois, Pacific, Term expires 4/18
v. Gary Snell, Gulf, Term expires 4/17
vi. John L. Bell, Gulf, Term expires 4/18
Budget
A budget of 174K was approved by the Marine Gas Hazards Control Fund during the meeting in January.
As outlined at the sectional seminars, about 100K is used to subsidize the sectional and annual meetings.
The balance is used for Executive Board meetings, salaries, scholarships, supplies and to support meeting
attendance where the board considers it valuable. (Such as the 306 meeting this year). Of note included
this year’s budget are the following;
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•
•
•

A grant of $7500 to increase the amount of scholarship money available to $15,000.
An allocation of $10,000 to support an intern for business continuity. (See following letter)
A grant of $7000 to subsidize the LNG seminar in Providence.

Half of the grant has been provided to the MCA, the rest will be requested in the fall.
The MCA also requested that the board be open to additional funding requests to conduct outreach
presentations within the industry to raise awareness of the Marine Chemist and competent person
programs throughout the industry. The number of competent person courses presented by NFPA has
been declining primarily due to computer based training being provided to ABS inspectors. This and the
resulting drop in the number of certificates issued for the past years has raised some concern within the
MCA board. If the number of certificates continues to drop there is a chance the certificate fee will
increase. The MGHCF did not raise this issue at the annual meeting, so it is currently not on the table. A
summary of certificate counts is as follows;

Website
The website is continually updated with presentations and other information. Many times customers call
asking for a chemist and they are referred to the website. Please check you information to ensure it is
correct. If it is not, you won’t get a call. Presentations from this year’s sectional and LNG seminars are now
on the site under the Presentation tab. The LNG presentations from the Institute are very good.
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Additionally, sectional, annual and LNG seminar attendance lists are now on the web site. The information
can be found under the Certification/Recertification tab.
Marine Chemist Clothing and Lands’ End
The MCA has established a website with Lands’ End where you can go to their site and purchase any
item of clothing they offer and have a choice of MCA logo’s embroidered on it. The clothing is of high
quality and they offer a wide selection from shirts to messenger bags, jackets, mugs, pants etc.
To get to the site enter:
http://ocs.landsend.com/cd/frontdoor?store_name=MARINE_CHEMIST_ASSOCIATION&store_type=3
Once you pick an item you can select from several different logos and the location of application. Many
of the items are given as gifts during seminars.
Edward Willwerth Memorial Scholarship
As reported under the budget section, the MCA now has $15,000 available for scholarships to the sons,
daughters, grandsons and granddaughters of Marine Chemists. The applicants must meet the criteria
listed in the application to be eligible. Applications for the scholarship must be received by May 1st. If
you have someone eligible they can apply for up to four years, the eligibility period is no longer limited
to freshman. This is a great benefit, so please take advantage of it.

2016 Annual Seminar

The location of the 58th annual seminar will be the Hilton DeSoto Hotel in Savannah, GA. The hotel is an
updated property located in the historic district of Savannah.
The contract has been signed and you can begin to make your reservations using the link on our
website. Clicking on the link will bring you directly to our room block and the special rate. As was the
case with St. Louis, rooms sell out quickly and once our block is full they will not guarantee either rooms
or the rate. The closing date for our block is July 1, 2016.
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Hilton Desoto

Savannah’s historic district is similar to Charleston and there are many shops, markets and restaurants
within walking distance of the hotel. It is a great location, please start thinking about it.
The theme for this year’s seminar with be Fire and Explosion. If you have any speakers or ideas for
speakers please send them to Don Raffo and I will look into it. If you have a topic and are willing to do a
presentation even better, just contact me.

Respectfully submitted
Don Raffo
Secretary/Treasurer MCA
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